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Wishing all of our Alumni and their fami-

lies and our benefactors a year of good 

health and happiness, a year of good for-

tune and wisdom, a year of peace and 

prosperity and a year of love and laugh-

ter. 

 

Thank you for the support and commit-

ment to our Alumni Association. 

 

PRE-CHRISTMAS DINNER AND 

DANCE 
 

Our Pre-Christmas Dinner and Dance which 

was held last November was again a tremen-

dous success..   
 

Being Sold Out several weeks before the 

event was very gratifying, and makes us  feel 

that our efforts are worthwhile. 
 

The 2017 event takes place on Saturday, 

November 18th.   Please  mark the date on 

your calendars and book your tickets early!  

 

CASINO TRIP: April 1, 2017 
 

The next bus trip to Casino Rama will take 

place on  Saturday, April 1, 2017.  Ticket 

cost is $20.00 which includes entry in  a 

draw for two prizes of $50.00 each as well as 

a buffet meal.  The bus departs at 10:00 a.m. 

from Centennial Arena in Markham. Contact 

Alumna Anne Castanheiro:   telephone 

416-286-1956 a.s.a.p. to reserve your seat . 

 

Please join us and invite your family and 

friends to come along. 

 TRIBUTE TO  

PATSY RUSSELL 
 

Our Past President, Alumna Patsy 

Russell has settled back in Guyana, 

working  on an NGO project. Our 

Association is deeply grateful to Patsy 

for all her diligent work on behalf of 

our Association, our fund raising 

events and serving on the Executive 

Committee for many years.  We wish 

Patsy many happy years in Guyana. 

 

TRIBUTE TO SHAARON 
(ROHLEHR) POLLARD 

  

Our Association would like to thank 

Alumna Shaaron (Rohlehr) Pollard 

for her contributions to the work of 

our  Association, as our representative 

on the Board of the Last Lap Lime 

and  her subsequent role, chairing the 

Board over the last two years of our 

involvement in this collaboration. 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 
 

The Association’s Annual General 

Meeting will  take place at 2:30 p.m. 

on Sunday March 26, 2017 at St. 

John the Divine Church, 885 Scarbor-

ough Golf Club Road, Scarborough.  

All members in good financial stand-

ing are invited. 
 

GAMES EVENING 
 

The Games Evening will be held this 

year at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, May 5, 

2017 at St. John the Divine Church, 

885 Scarborough Golf  Club Road, 

Scarborough. 
 

ANNUAL REUNION 

BRUNCH 
 

The Reunion Brunch will take place 

on Sunday, September 24, 2017 at 

the Rembrandt Banquet Hall.  We are 

planning  to have a big celebration. 

 
2017  MEMBERSHIP 

DUES 
 

The subscription to our  Asso-
ciation and being a financial 
member  is Cdn. $25.00.  
 
We thank you for your kind 
attention to this matter. 

CELEBRATING THE 170TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF                   

ST. ROSE’S  HIGH SCHOOL  

 

The Association is planning to 

commemorate this event at the 

Annual Reunion and Brunch to 

be held on September 24, 2017 

at the Rembrandt Banquet 

Hall. Please make every effort to 

attend this very special occasion 

with your family and friends. 

 

At the same time we will cele-

brate Canada’s 150th  Anniver-

sary.  

QUOTATION 

 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only 

light can do that. Hate cannot drive out 

hate; only love can do that.”- 

--Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 



  

 

 

 

ST. ROSE’S HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
 

2016 PRIZE GIVING AND GRADUATION EXERCISE 

This event took place at St. Rose's  on November 17th, 2016. Guest Speaker was Alumna, Dr. Raquel Thomas-Caesar  who 

graduated in 1986, and reflected on her years spent in school. “St. Rose’s was really the key institution that helped to shape my 

character and the person I am today. From the motto Serviam, the experiences, the incredible teachers and the amazing friendships 

that were built, I am forever grateful……...please never under-estimate the friendships you build at high school.” She went on to 

tell the students that there are many options for career paths and not to limit their thinking. “Don’t be afraid to follow your pas-

sion……” 

The Toronto Chapter of the Alumni Association, sponsor of the monetary awards to the top students of each class in the Lower 

School, was represented by Alumna Lauren Ahwah-Harry. The US Chapter which funded the monetary awards to the top stu-

dents of the CSEC and CAPE exams, was represented by Cameil Dalgetty-Jarvis. Fatima Karim, last year's top CSEC student in 

the country was the Valedictorian. Congratulations to Fatima, all the other graduates and award recipients.  

 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN AGRICULTURE FOR STUDENTS 
 

Last October, an interactive presentation on career opportunities in the field of Agriculture was held in the auditorium of St. Rose’s 

High School, attended by the Fifth Form Agriculture Science students. It was organized by the National Agricultural Research and 

Extension Institute, in keeping with the theme:  "Exploring New Production Frontiers: in Pursuit of Climate Resilience." 

 

A series of personal career goals for students, set to develop themselves and Guyana in general, was outlined, and students  were 

made aware of the significant importance of Agriculture in Guyana and identified the farmer as the most important person in Agri-

culture. They learnt about the various job positions available in the local agriculture sector, which include: Crop Extension Agent, 

Crop Extension Officer, Agronomist, Research Scientist, Research Technician, and Entomologist.  

 

SPORTS ADMINISTRATION SCHOLARSHIP 

Mr. Alque Stanley, the Physical Education teacher at SRHS was awarded a four year scholarship, provided by the Guyana National 

Sports Council, to attend G.C. Foster College, Jamaica to pursue a degree in Sports Administration. He received 100% pass in 

Phys. Ed. at the CSEC exams for the last three consecutive years. We offer him our congratulations. 

 

DONATION OF STEEL PANS 
 

Last month, a set of steel pans was donated  to the School by Mr. Aubrey Bryan, a Guyanese living overseas who is the husband of 

Alumna Cicely (Wills) Bryan. Over the past five years, there has been an increase in the appreciation and participation of steel 

pan music in secondary schools, Thank you, Mr. Bryan. 

SRHS TIME-LINE 
 

 The Toronto Chapter of the Alumni Association 
celebrates 30 years since the first meeting was held 
on May 31, 1987. 

 

 This year marks the 50th anniversary since the Phys-
ics and Chemistry labs were constructed at St. Rose's 
High School in 1967. 

 

 170 years ago, in 1847, the Ursuline nuns arrived  in  
British Guiana from Ireland. 

 

 170 years ago, on August 31, 1847, the Ursuline 
nuns opened a Secondary School for girls with four 
students.—St. Rose’s High School, named after St. 
Rose of Lima, the first South American Saint.  
Shortly after, a few boarders were admitted. 
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From the Editor’s Desk: 
 
February is Black History Month, here in Canada and in the U.S.A. while it is celebrated in the United Kingdom in October. It is 

an annual observance for remembering the inhumanity of slavery, the brave resistance that ensued, and the important people and 

events in the history of the African diaspora.  

 

In Guyana, a country which is ethnically diverse, Black History Month elicits the acceptance and respect of  its people. Among the 

notable National Heroes: Cuffy who was a house slave on the Lilienburg plantation on the Canje river in Berbice. He led a revolt 

of  more than 2,500 slaves against the slave system. The February 23, 1763 Berbice Revolution was the first major struggle of 

enslaved Africans in Guyana to gain freedom. He is commemorated in the 1763 Monument in the Square of Revolution in 

Georgetown. Then, there was Quamina Gladstone,  born in Ghana in 1778, who lived and worked on the “Success” plantation in 

Demerara, as an enslaved Guyanese. He was involved in the Demerara Rebellion of 1823. We should also not forget those unsung 

heroes who fought and gave their lives in the First World War. Lionel Turpin (1910-1929) was a Guyanese merchant seaman, he 

was only 19 years old, and had enlisted in the British Army. His story is typical of the many black colonials who fought for the 

“mother country.” Walter Tull (1888-1918), in recent years, has become the most celebrated black British soldier. 

 

Here, in Canada, this was the escape gateway to the road to freedom for many African American slaves. Harriet Tubman  became 

known for her resistance to slavery and  as the “conductor” on the Underground Railway during the 1850’s. She helped her family 

and  many slaves  to gain freedom in Canada via the Underground Railway, and never lost one nor allowed a fugitive to turn back.  

 

From a short list of five iconic Canadian women, Viola Desmond was chosen to be featured on a new $10 bank note at the end of 

2018, replacing Sir John A. Macdonald.  She lived in Nova Scotia, and was known for her defiance to leave a “white only” area in 

a movie theatre in 1946. Jailed, convicted and fined, her court case was the first against racial segregation, initiated by a black 

woman in Canada.  She is often referred to as Canada’s “Rosa Parks”, who refused to give up her seat on a bus in Montgomery, 

Alabama, and was involved in the civil rights movement in the U.S.A  She will be the first woman and the first Canadian 

African woman to be on a bank note. 

 

Black History Month is an opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate the many achievements of African Canadians and their 

contributions throughout our history. As proud citizens of  Canada, the U.S.A. and Great Britain, which the multitude of our 

Alumni have made our home, we are a richer country because of our diversity. 
 

 

Margaret (Man-Son-Hing) Levy 

 

 

ANNIVERSARY GALA IN NEW YORK 
 

St. Rose’s Alumni Association U.S.A. Inc. will be hosting an Anniversary Gala on August 31, 2017, honouring Alumna Cathy 

Cholmondeley-Hughes, Minister of Public Telecommunications in Guyana. The event will take place at Russo’s On the Bay, 

Howard Beach, New York. There will be Cocktails and Dinner. Please consider attending this event in New York and supporting 

our sister Chapter.  Tickets are US$125.00 each (all inclusive) and are available in Toronto from Tessa Ng-See-Quan, one of our 

Directors, or by calling any of the following U.S.A. numbers:  917-553-4154 | 718-342-7046 | 917-617-0277 | 917-921-8660—

RSVP no later than June 30, 2017. 

 

TOURISM IN GUYANA 
 

Guyana’s popularity as a tourist destination and a sports fishing attraction is growing, according to the Guyana Tourism Authority. 

The National Geographic Traveler Magazine has declared that “Guyana may be the best kept secret in South America, with most 

of the country still covered in wild forests. Stunning natural wonders- stretching from newly restored mangroves near Georgetown 

to the mighty Kaieteur Falls to the pristine Iwokrama rain forest, Guyana offers curious travelers an opportunity to experience one 

of the only four remaining intact rain forest eco systems on the planet.”  

 

HAPPY FEAST DAY 
 

On January 27th we celebrated the Feast Day of St. Angela Merici, foundress of the Ursuline Order, the oldest order of women in 

the Roman Catholic Church dedicated to teaching.   



  

 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
 
St. Rose’s Alumni Association 
19 Robertsfield Crescent, 
Scarborough, ON  M1R 2X1 
Phone: 416-449-8203  
 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 
www.strosesalumnitoronto.org 

 

Your  2017 
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 ALUMNI NEWS 

CONGRATULATIONS  GO OUT TO: 

— Alumna Lauren Ahwah Harry who was recognized by the Ontario Government for generously 

contributing her time - 15 years plus - as a volunteer in Ontario for Guyana Christian Charities. Lauren also 

does missionary work in Guyana. 

 —Alumna Penelope (Davidson) Waithe whose son Kenrick Waithe  is the Principal Engineer 

Aerodynamics at Boom Technology, Inc., developers of the super-fast jet, the XB-1 “Baby-boom” 

supersonic  which is faster than the Concorde.  It will be launched by late 2017.  Kenrick Waithe currently 

chairs the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) Boom Discussion Group. AIAA is 

the professional society for the field of aerospace and engineering. He obtained his education from the 

George Washington University where he read for a Master’s degree in Aerospace, Aeronautical and 

Astronautical Engineering. Previously, he attended the University of Pennsylvania where he read for a 

Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering. 

—Alumna Dianne deFreitas and her husband, John Simon deFreitas, whose youngest son, Tino was 

married on August 19, 2016 in Madeira to Elsa deFreitas. 
 

FROM THE MAILBAG: 

…….Alumna Cameil Dalgetty-Jarvis wrote: “I arrived in Georgetown on November 17, 2016 

same day of the scheduled Prize Giving and Graduation Ceremony…….The Morning Session 

was chaired by the Deputy Principal, Ms. Beverley Boston-Agard ……There were numerous 

awards which reflected the progress and success achieved by many students.  Several students 

were awarded for their high achievement in the CXC and CSEC.  Special awards were also given 

to students who demonstrated significant success in the area of Information Technology, 

Language Arts and the Sciences.  There was a robust representation of parents, an Education 

Officer for Secondary School (Mrs. Charles), the representative from St. Rose’s Alumni, 

Toronto, Alumna Lauren (Ahwah) Harry who assisted with the distribution of prizes and 

certificates.” 

At the afternoon session for the senior classes “the welcome address was delivered by the Deputy 

Principal, Ms. Beverley Boston-Agard, chaired by Ms. Sparkle Khan, an alumna…...A 

representative on behalf of Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine, Minister of Education, the Board Chair, Mr. 

Kenrick Thomas and the PTA Chair were also in attendance and participated in the distribution 

of certificates and prizes.” 

…….“St. Joseph Mercy Hospital and the Sisters of Mercy, in recognition of a dire need to 

provide a resident care home for senior citizens, have begun plans to convert an existing Convent 

building in Pere Street, Kitty, to a facility which will be known as the Mercy Resident Care. It 

will accommodate thirty two (32) elderly persons and is scheduled to be opened in November of 

this year. The Resident Care facility will cater to the elderly who can no longer live alone or care 

for themselves and to those who have chronic medical needs requiring daily attention by a  nurse. 

Residents will have access to activities to make their days meaningful and not lonely or bored.” 

 

OUR SYMPATHIES GO OUT TO:  

—-Alumna Ingrid  “Puddy” (Ferreia) Vieira whose mother, Dorothy Ferreira passed away on 

January 10, 2017 in Brampton, Ontario, at the age of 95.  

—-Alumna Elizabeth (Haly) Atkinson whose mother, Hildred Haly passed away at the age of 

99 in  Toronto, Ontario on January 20, 2017. 

—-Alumna Donna (DeSouza) Jones and her husband, Ferdinand Jones, on the death of 

Ferdinand’s mother, Joyce Jones who passed away at the age of 88 in Toronto on February 3, 

2017.  Ferdinand taught Maths and Physics at St. Rose’s from 1975 to 1979. 

—-Alumna Margaret (Bollers) Cheeatow whose brother, Reggie Bollers  passed away in St. 

Vincent on February 12, 2017. 

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE.   AMEN 

 

ADVERTISE NOW IN OUR 
NEWSLETTER.   

 
For more information, please 

contact our Newsletter Editor 

at srhtoronto@yahoo.ca 
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