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THE SUMMER OF DISCONTENT  
 

Summer is here, and we are facing an economic crisis at a time when we are recover-
ing from the pandemic. The surge in inflation and the soaring cost of living have re-
sulted in economic hardships for many people throughout the world. The pandemic is 
not yet over; there are new subvariants of Covid-19. Pandemic fatigue has pushed 
many of us to put aside preventive measures, but we must still remain cautious and 
keep safe—and stay vigilant. 

ANNUAL REUNION 
MEETING AND  

BRUNCH 
 

Due to the ongoing pandemic 
the Committee has decided 
not to organize the Annual 
Reunion and Brunch which is 
traditionally held in the Fall in 
Toronto.  Because we collect 
donations for the orphanages 
in Georgetown at this event, 
and are not able to do so, if 
any Alumni members would 
like to offer a contribution 
towards this fund raising, 
please remit to the address on 
page 4, which can be done 
along with the renewal of 
membership fees, and indicate 
the allocation.. 

 DUES 
 

This is a reminder that if 
you have forgotten to 
submit your 2022 annual 
subscription ($25.00) to 
this association, payment 
should be remitted to the 
address on page 4. We 
appreciate your attention 
to this matter.  

OUR ALMA MATER IS 175 YEARS OLD 

ST. ROSE’S  BUILDING UPDATE:  Below are photos which show the progress (at 
the end of July) of the construction being done on the High School building in Georgetown. 

“Rise above the storm and you will find the sunshine.”             —-Mario Hernandez 

“It's great to reminisce about good memories of my past. It was enjoyable when it was today. 
So learning to enjoy today has two benefits: it gives me happiness right now, and it becomes 
a good memory later.”                                                                —-George Foreman  
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 
 

For those of you who do not know, or cannot remember, the idea of creating our High School Alumni Association originated in 
1981 by a group of noteworthy past pupils who wanted to create and maintain a connection with our alma mater as well as to 
contribute to its educational development. Many meetings were held over the following years to discuss its formulation and in May 
1987 plans were finalized and the Association was formed.  Most significantly is the fact that it will be 175 years since St. Rose’s 
High School was established in Georgetown when a group of six Ursuline nuns  and two postulants came over from Ireland in 1847 
to the colony of British Guiana now known as Guyana, with the aim of setting up a school for girls. Over the years, the school 
flourished and increased in size and later became co-ed in 1976, when the Government of Guyana took over the school from the 
nuns.  There have been so many past pupils who have attended this institution, who have formed fond memories and lasting, 
convivial relationships with classmates and teachers.  At present, the school is functioning well with assistance from the Toronto 
and U.S.A chapters of the Alumni Association and with the support of all of our alumni members who have been so generous in 
giving of their time and monetary contributions to numerous fund raising events. Living up to the school motto:”Serviam.” 
 
This recollection of the School’s 175th anniversary focuses on the passage of time. How well are you using your time?  It is a 
question that I have asked of myself as I have gotten older. Time often feels that it is going and the days speed up. I am amazed at 
how much I can remember from the days that seemed to last forever in my youth. At the same time, I have learnt that life humbles 
you as you age, and you realize how much time you have wasted on nonsense and matters that are not meaningful, hence the 
expression: “don’t sweat the small stuff” —which has the power to change your individual  and collective lives in ways to keep the 
little things from taking over your life.  
 
There are various stages in  your lifetime where time is of the essence, time is running out, time waits for no one...but it is you who  
are responsible for taking control of your own life. Mastering time management as you embark on your career  is a conscious choice 
to develop and maintain strong working habits that stick. For the older generation the perception of time changes. When you were 
young, every day was filled with new discoveries and learning experiences and challenges.  As an older person, your time is spent 
on repetitive tasks which can seem to make the days monotonous.  
 
This brings me to the situation that our Alumni Association has been facing for quite a number of years and which we have  already 
brought to the attention of our subscribers.  Our membership has diminished, and most of our Executive Committee officers,  who 
have dedicated their time and diligently served on both Chapters, need to retire. We are appealing again for the younger past 
students to come forward and volunteer to keep this Association alive to fulfill our objectives. It is time for others to take control of 
the reins. This association has done great work in carrying out its mission, and support is key to its growth. Every little bit that you 
commit goes a long way. Reach out to your fellow classmates and pass the message around on your social platforms and let’s see if 
we can make this happen and bring back the enthusiasm of a vibrant alumni association. 
 
—-Margaret (Man-Son-Hing) Levy 

ST. ROSE’S ALUMNI ASSOCIATION (Toronto Chapter)      

GUYANA’S  
56th INDEPENDENCE  

ANNIVERSARY 
 

Guyana celebrated its 56th year as 
an independent nation on May 26, 
2022. Guyana was granted inde-
pendence from Great Britain in 
1966. However, the exact date, May 
26th, was appointed to be a national 

holiday by then President Linden Forbes Sampson Burnham as 
the date to remember Guyana's status as an independent na-
tion, known as the Co-Operative Republic of Guyana . 
 
This year’s flag raising ceremony, a staple part of the Inde-
pendence Day celebrations, was held for the first time out of 
the capital city of Georgetown, at the Damon Square in Anna 
Regina, Region Two, on the Essequibo Coast.  

UBUNTU 
 
“...An anthropologist showed a game to the children of an 
African tribe. He placed a basket of delicious fruits near a tree 
trunk and told them: ‘The first child to reach the tree will get 
the basket.’ 
 
When he gave them the start signal, he was surprised that 
they were walking together, holding hands, until they reached 
the tree and shared the fruit! When he asked them: ‘why you 
did that when every one of you could get the basket only for 
him!’  They answered with astonishment: ‘Ubuntu….that is, 
how can one of us be happy while the rest are miserable?’ 
 
Ubuntu in their civilization means: I am because we are. That 
tribe knows the secret of happiness that has been lost in all 
societies that transcend them and which consider themselves 
civilized societies!” 
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INTERNATIONAL REUNION BEING PLANNED 
 
An International Reunion is being planned to be held in Georgetown from July 29—August 5, 2023.   
Look out for details of this event as they are finalised.  We can celebrate the 175th Anniversary of the 
establishment of our Alma Mater in Georgetown as well as the completion of the new building. 
 
 
ST. ROSE’S  SCHOOL NEWS 
 
Monday, March 28th marked the first anniversary of the passing of Alumna Marilyne (Leung) Trotz. A ceremony was held 
to dedicate the  AutoCad Lab at St. Roses' High School in her honour.  Marilyne’s family expressed their gratitude to the Board of 
Governors, the Headmistress, teachers and students for striving to get this done as well as to Alumna Marieanne (Forte) Chol-
mondeley for representing the family, Alumnus Russel Lancaster for his continued support in this effort, and to our Alumni 
members for their generous support which made it possible to establish the Autocad Lab.  
 
 
ANNUAL PRIZE GIVING CEREMONY 
 
The annual Prize Giving Ceremony took place on May 25, 2022 in Georgetown. Students from Grades 7 to 10 were honoured for 
their outstanding academic achievement in 2021. The awardees were students who attained 1st, 2nd and 3rd place and were the 
most improved. 
 
The recipients who gained 1st place and most improved were presented with monetary awards, sponsored this year by the St. 
Rose's High School Alumni Association, Toronto Chapter. They were: Emily Sewchand, Roshanna Holder, Sarah Persaud, Maria 
Pertabsingh, Naomi Watson, Kalliah Harding, Mangal Danu, Bibi Bacchus, Malvia Hernandez, Jaden Raymond, Micah Gobardan, 
Kevin Deonarine, Shania Phillips, and Keziah Luke-Edwards. Students in 2nd and 3rd place received book prizes.   
 
The event was coordinated by Graduate Senior Mistress (ag), Ms. Wyoma Liverpool, assisted by a team of very supportive teach-
ers. The programme was chaired by Ms. Rosamond Hope, an English Department teacher.  Deputy Principal (ag), Ms. Yolanda 
Welch addressed the students, encouraging them “to keep working diligently in an effort to excel for themselves and for the good 
name of St. Rose’s High School.” 
 
The St. Rose’s High School Choir, under the leadership of Ms. Aileen Carmichael, sang a beautiful musical rendition of Yolanda 
Adams’ “Never Give Up.” A Grade 8 student recited an inspirational poem, and the Grade 9 students performed a cultural dance, 
choreographed by Ms. Junette Carmichael,  showcasing the six races of Guyana. 
 
Acting Principal, Ms. Rayon Tobin expressed appreciation to the donors and all those who worked very hard to make the event a 
success. She also imparted  gratitude to the Toronto Chapter of the Alumni Association: ”I would like to take this opportunity on 
behalf of the St. Rose's family in Guyana to thank the Canadian chapter from the depths of our hearts for your kind thoughts 
and for always supporting us at this end.  Special thanks for your continued support towards the monetary awards for the lower 
school award. This is greatly appreciated and we at St. Rose's High do look forward for your continued invaluable support. 
Thank you and God Bless” 
 
  
U.S.A. CHAPTER ANNIVERSARY GALA   
 
Our U.S.A. Chapter will be hosting its Anniversary Gala on September 1, 2022, at Russo’s on the Bay in Queens, New York.  Past 
Presidents of this Chapter, Compton Grose and Lorraine Croft-Farnell, along with other invitees, will be the guests of honour at 
this evening of excellence.  Please contact U.S.A. Chapter committee members, if you wish to attend. 
 
In June 2022, the U.S.A. Chapter held a Father’s Day Brunch in honour of all their male members. Three Alumni members were 
honoured: Marc McKenzie and Richard Ishridas and Kenrick Thomas, chair of St. Rose’s High School‘s Board of Governors. 

 

 “Memories remind us that nothing lasts forever. Time is 
precious and should not be wasted. Enjoy life and remem-
ber, don’t count the days, make the days count.”—-Anon 

“Time is free—but it’s priceless. You can’t own it, but you 
can use it. You can’t keep it, but you can spend it.  Once 
you have lost it, you can never get it back.” 

—-Harvey MacKay 



  

 

MAILING ADDRESS— 
 

St. Rose’s Alumni Association 
19 Robertsfield Crescent, 
Scarborough, ON  M1R 2X1 
Phone: 416-449-8203  
 
 

WEBSITE ADDRESS: 
https://
www.strosesalumnitoronto.com/ 

OUR SYMPATHIES GO OUT TO: 

—Alumna Jackie (Murray) Smith whose husband, Jeff Smith passed away on March 17, 
2022 in Barrie, Ontario, Canada. 

—Alumna Tessa (King) Ng-See-Quan and her husband, Winfield, whose brother-in-law, 
Wallace Ng-See-Quan passed away on April 11, 2022 in Toronto. 

—Alumna Jennifer (Cheong) Ford whose sister, Lita Yhap,  passed away on April 25, 2022 
in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.   

—Alumnae Ingrid (VanVeen) Hart, Rebecca VanVeen, Paula VanVeen (deceased) and 
Denise VanVeen (deceased) whose mother, Gabrielle Celeste VanVeen passed away on May 
31, 2022 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Mrs. VanVeen was also the aunt of Alumnae Margaret 
(Ayres) DeNobrega, Lenore DeNobrega, and Myrna, Joyce and Cora Bourne. 

—The family of Alumna Clare “Yvonne” (Vanier) Kwok who passed away on June 6, 2022 
in Mississauga, Ontario, Canada. Sadly Yvonne’s sister, Anita (Vanier) Da Silva passed away 
on July 23, 2022 in  Mississauga, Ontario.   

—The family of Alumna Barbara (Thomas) Jordan who passed away on June 8, 2022 in 
Maryland, U.S.A. 

—Alumna Urmie Persaud whose mother, Barbara Persaud passed way on July 2, 2022. .  
Urmie’s father, Dr. Yesu Persaud, passed away in January, 2022. 

—Alumna Pixie (DeLima) Gomes whose mother, Barbara DeLima passed away on June 10, 
2022 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  Mrs. DeLima was also the aunt of Alumna, Judy (Leu) 
Harrison. 

—Alumnae Madellon (Bascom) Lopes and Eleanor (Bascom) Worthy whose sister, Alumna 
Joan (Bascom) Menezes passed away on July 4, 2022 in Ontario, Canada.   

—Alumna Jean (Ince) Nelson whose sister  Alumna Brenda (Ince) Hing passed away on 
July 12, 2022 in  Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A.  Our sympathy goes out to the entire family. 

—Alumnae  Cicely (Wills) and Rena (Wills) Robinson on the death of their sister Alumna 
Lynette (Wills) Edwards on July 18, 2022 in Jamaica. 

—Alumna Anne (Dummett) Castanheiro and her husband, Joe Castanheiro. Joe’s son Neil 
Castanheiro passed away on July 22, 2022 in Oshawa, Ontario. 

—Alumni  Carol (Harris) Munro, Denise (Harris) Durant and Paul Harris on the death of 
their brother Mark Harris on August 10, 2022 in Toronto.  Carol is also a member of  our 
Chapter’s Executive Committee. 

—Alumna Joanna (Roberts) Bernstein whose husband, Cyril Bernstein, passed away on   
July 20, 2022 in Toronto.   

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE    
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2022 MEMBERSHIP 
PAST DUE  

 
YOU CAN PAY YOUR 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIP-
TION OF $25.00 TO 
OUR ASSOCIA-
TION  VIA E-
TRANSFER to:——— 
strosestoronto@yahoo.com 
OR SEND BY POST. 

Your  2022-—2023 
Executive Committee 

 

 Suzette Zaum,  President 
 Cheryl (Surrey) Braz, Past 

President 
 Beverley (Rowe) Jones, Secre-

tary 
 Penny Lee, Treasurer 

 

DIRECTORS  
 

 Desiree (de Abreu) Buckley  
 Cheryl (D’Ornellas) Devers 
 Terry Kim Katchay 
 Carol (Harris) Munroe 
 Tessa (King) Ng-See-Quan 
 Shanta (Naraine) Persaud 
 Yvonne (Joseph) Triesman 
 Jennifer (Dummett) Welshman 

ALUMNI NEWS  
CONGRATULATIONS GO OUT TO: 
 

—Alumna Donna (De Souza) Jones and her husband, Ferdinand Jones who are  grandparents 
to Makayla (2) and Nathan (4).  The proud parents are their son, Nicolas & Sarah King-Jones. 
 

—Alumna Roseanne (Da Cambra) Foster and her husband, Leary Foster whose daughter, 
Leah was married to Justin Drury on April 14, 2022 in Ancaster, Ontario Canada. Leah is the 
niece of Alumnae Eve (Da Cambra) Fernandes and Judy (Da Cambra) McKinstry. 
 

—Alumna Anne Marie (Fernandes) Reigbher whose niece, Nicolette Fernandes made his-
tory when she became the first Guyanese to win a Pan American Squash Championship title, 
held in Guatemala in April 2022. Nicolette is also the niece of the late Sister Angela Fernan-
des, O.S.U., and Alumna Sister Beatrice Fernandes, O.S.U., and our deceased Alumnae 
Marie (Fernandes) De Groot, Norma (Fernandes) Bettencourt and Peggy (Fernandes) 
Mendonca. 
 

—Alumna Cheryl (Surrey) Braz on the birth of her grand daughter, Kali Jude who was born 
on July 5, 2022 in  Ajax, Ontario.  The proud parents, Christopher and Kieralee, are overjoyed. 


