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A NEW YEAR HAS BEGUN  

 
The pandemic paranoia has subsided as we 

began this new year with a high percentage 

of our global populations being vaccinated 

and receiving booster shots. We have all 

longed to return to a sense of normalcy in 

our daily lives, however, the many variants 

are still around and we should not throw 

caution to the wind. 

Funding cont’d.:  
 
 Paid for and shipped 20 laptops 

to the school for students taking 
exams. Cost: $10,000. 

 
 St. John Bosco and St. Ann’s 

Orphanages – We were able to 
donate approximately $1,000 to 
these 2 institutions.  

 
St. Rose’s High School: Shandong 
Dejian International of China was 
awarded the new contract to con-
struct the new building. As per Ken-
rick Thomas’ (Chairman of  the 
Board of Governors for the  School) 
statement, construction is continuing 
according to schedule. If all goes 
well, the new building will be com-
pleted by the  first quarter of 2023.  

 

General: We were all saddened by 
the sudden passing of Marilyne 
Trotz. Marilyne was an Alumna, 
Teacher and the first Chairman of 
the Board of Governors of St. Rose's. 
She was very active in the local asso-
ciation. A GoFundMe effort was con-
ducted by her daughters, which 
raised in excess of Can.$13,000. 
These funds are being used to set up 
a physical AutoCAD Department/
Lab in the industrial Technology 
area. To honour her memory, this 
room will be named the Marilyne 
Trotz AutoCAD Lab. The opening, 
ribbon cutting and handover cere-
mony for the lab is tentatively sched-
uled for March 31st, 2022 . 
 
As I mentioned last year, while we 
are an active, solid Committee, we 
face the challenge of attracting new 
Members. The concern is that, while 
we all hope to live long productive 
lives, the reality is that without new, 
younger Members, the Committee 
will eventually fold. I am sad to re-
port that our membership is also de-
clining. We are at a pivotal point in 
the longevity of the Association. 

ST. ROSE’S  ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING - PRESIDENT’S  

ANNUAL REPORT 

The Annual General Meeting was held on 
March 20, 2022 in  Toronto, at which time 
President Suzette Zaum presented her an-
nual report: 
 
 “On behalf of the St. Rose’s Alumni Asso-
ciation, (Toronto Chapter) I am once again 
pleased to provide a summary of what tran-
spired over the year with our Association 
and St. Rose’s. We continued to wrestle with 
the ramifications of the Covid-19 virus. 
Consequently, we had no choice but to can-
cel all in-person fund-raising events, for the 
second year in a row, (Dinner/Dance, Ca-
sino Trips, Games Evening and Reunion 
Brunch). As a result, our ability to raise 
funds once more was vastly reduced. Com-
munication with the Board of Governors 
and the Headmistress of St. Rose’s High 
School in Guyana is ongoing. This ensures 
that we are in the loop on what is transpir-
ing throughout the school year. We also 
liaised with the USA and Guyana Chapters 
via Zoom meetings.  
 
Funding: As our in-person activities were 
cancelled, efforts were turned to fund rais-
ing via online appeals on our website. We 
raised in excess of $8,000. Our main focus 
was raising funds for laptops for students 
taking exams. The following projects were 
funded: 
 

As always, I extend my sin-
cere thanks and apprecia-
tion to the Committee for 
their unwavering support 
and hard work. Special 
thanks to our Secretary 
(Beverley Jones), Treasurer 
(Penny Lee) and Jennifer 
Welshman for all of their 
assistance to me throughout 
the year. Additional thanks 
to Maggie Levy for her 
dedication to creating and 
producing our newsletters. 
 
Thank you all again for 
your loyal support to your 
Alma Mater.  In Serviam.” 

QUOTATION 

The  man who  graduates 
today and  stops learning 
tomorrow is uneducated 
the  day after. 
     --Newton D. Baker 

175th ANNIVERSARY -
ST. ROSE’S HIGH 

SCHOOL 
 

Plans are being formulated 
to mark this important anni-
versary and we will share 
the details as soon as every-
thing is finalised. 
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 
 

Throughout the world prayers are being said for a peaceful end to the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The violence, destruction and 
loss of lives of soldiers and civilians, especially children,  that is occurring weigh heavily on our minds. 
 

Pope Francis has just announced a peace prayer for Ukraine. It reads: “Therefore, Mother of God and our Mother, to your 
Immaculate Heart we solemnly entrust and consecrate ourselves, the Church and all humanity, especially Russia and Ukraine. 
Grant that war may end and peace spread throughout the world.” 
 

The terror, pain and grief brought on by war do have long-term effects on the survivors, such as an increase in mental health 
problems, disabilities from physical trauma, psychological damage and other health effects.   The mass destruction of cities also has 
long lasting effects on a country’s economy. War destroys communities and families and often disrupts the development of the 
social and economic fabric of nations and these armed conflicts bring about a reduction in material and human capital. 
 

When war broke out in September 1939, Guyana (then known as British Guiana) gave full support to the war effort.  Guyanese 
volunteered to fight, and served in the British Caribbean Forces. I was born two years before the war ended and lived in a time when 
there was a shortage of imported goods from Britain and North America.  The effects of these shortages were felt throughout the 
country. For example, there were no new bicycle tires and inner tubes, so people had to improvise by using discarded pieces of 
rubber to patch holes in existing tires. There was also a severe scarcity of flour, and petrol for vehicles and kerosene for domestic 
use were rationed. The prices of goods were controlled by the Government, especially food items, and subsidies for necessary 
imports were implemented. In the face of these adversities, Guyanese quickly readjusted to the situation, and there was no serious 
lack of food since Guyanese farmers were still able to produce large quantities of food crops, including rice, cassava, plantains, 
sweet potatoes, eddoes and vegetables. 
 

Another effect of the war was the decrease in trading activities which led to a rise in unemployment and caused economic hardships 
throughout the country initially. Despite these economic constraints, infrastructural works were carried out in various parts of the 
country. From 1940, for example, drainage and irrigation projects began on the East Coast and West Coast Demerara, in West 
Berbice and on the Corentyne coast. Large-scale rice production by the Government also began at Burma in the Mahaicony/Abary 
area where the use of farm machinery was introduced, and work began on the building of a modern central rice mill.  
 

Notably, the Government commenced the planning for a census during the war years.  
 

During the war years, British Guiana was a major supplier of high-grade bauxite to America as there was an increased demand for 
bauxite.  Significantly, the aluminium produced from bauxite was used in the manufacturing of approximately two thirds of allied 
aircraft. As the demand for Guyanese bauxite increased, exports also increased in 1943. This situation enabled the economy to 
benefit greatly from the revenue obtained through these bauxite exports, and the Demerara Bauxite Company to open  two mines at 
Mackenzie—thus creating from around 1943 more jobs in that sector. At the end of the war, the country’s Treasury had a huge 
monetary surplus  mainly due to the revenues earned by the bauxite industry.  
 

Today, as the world is yet to fully recover from the pandemic, the Russian/Ukraine conflict could see repercussions—an imminent 
impact on global economies, further inflation in commodities, and disruptions in the supply chain of goods and services.  
 
Margaret (Man-Son-Hing) Levy 
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WALTER ROTH MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY 

“...Yesterday has passed. Tomorrow may never arrive.  Yet, 
there is always today. 
 

Don’t let it pass. Take it by the hand, lead it somewhere... 
 

Read old letters from a loved one. Flip through a photo album. 
Sit with a favourite book. Chat on the phone with a friend. 
Watch the sun set. 
 

Do something….something simple. 
Something gentle, something reflective. 
 

Take today by the hand, lead it somewhere….” 
                  - Michael Cunliffe 

 
Established in 
1974 in George-
town, Guyana, the 
Walter Roth Mu-
seum of Anthro-
pology is probably 
the oldest such 
museum in the 
English speaking 
Caribbean.  The 

museum’s displays include collections of Guyanese ar-
chaeologist, Dr. Denis Williams, and excavated artifacts 
from all of the ten Administrative regions of Guyana. 

THANK YOU CENTURY21 CAMDEC REAL ESTATE LTD. 
 

Rupert deCastro has recently closed his real estate 
business. We would like to thank him for his avid sup-

port of our Association over the years in placing his 
business advertisement in our newsletters. 
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ST. ROSE’S ALUMNI ASSOCIATION—TREASURER’S ANNUAL REPORT 
 

The following is the annual report presented by our Treasurer, Penny Lee at the Annual General Meeting held in To-
ronto on March 20, 2022. 
 

“It is my privilege to present for the 7th year, the unaudited Statements of Income, Changes in Net Assets, Net Assets for 
St. Rose’s High School Alumni Association (Toronto Chapter)  
 

Review of 2021 Operating Results 
 

In 2021, the Association fared a little better, ending the year with an operating loss of $2,261 compared to $4,540 loss 
in 2020.  
 

Financial membership has been on a continuous decline for the past 5 years. However, membership dues in 2021 were 
up slightly to $1,900 (75 members), from $2,600 (64 members) last year. Membership dues are sufficient to cover the 
Association’s annual operating expenses of around $800 - $1,000 for costs related to newsletters, video conferencing, 
website, and bank charges etc. The Association continues to take measures to reduce mailing costs by distributing more 
newsletters via email.  
 

Despite the cancellation of physical fund-raising activities for the past 2 years, the association continued to support its 
Alma Mater through E-Appeals to its members and other supporters. Fundraising activities by the Association in 2021 
totalled $8,345, compared to $6,759 in 2020. The Association’s E-Appeal for laptops for the school raised almost 
$7,300 and about $1,000 in voluntary donations was received & distributed to St. Ann’s and St. John Bosco orphanages, 
as directed. From its E-Appeal fundraising, the Association was able to purchase 20 laptops to donate to St. Rose’s stu-
dents, which cost slightly over $10,000. The GoFundMe for Marilyne Trotz of $13,160, raised by her daughters, was 
directed specifically to the AutoCAD project, as specified by the donors. Members may be interested in noting that since 
this Association’s inception total contributions to St. Rose’s High School Project, St. Ann and St. John Bosco Orphan-
ages and other non-profits amount to more than $260,000.  
 

Our net assets as of December 31, 2021 amounted to $21,722 compared to $23,892 last year, reflecting the net operat-
ing loss of $2,261. Net assets at year end comprise of Bank Balance of $9,912, a Guaranteed Investment Certificate 
(GIC), maturing in August 2023, with a current value of $12,130 and a net payable amount of $320. 
 

In closing, I once again express my continued gratitude and appreciation to all of our committee members with special 
thanks to our President - Suzette Zaum, our Secretary - Beverley Jones and my invaluable assistant Treasurer  -  Jenni-
fer Welshman for their commitment and ongoing support in respect of my role as Treasurer. I also want to thank Mary 
& Nigel Ferreira of New York, for their invaluable assistance in purchasing and shipping the laptops to Guyana.” 

2022 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING / NEW SLATE OF OFFICERS 
 

The Annual General Meeting of our Association was held on March 20, 2022 in Toronto via Zoom.  Please see Page 4 
for the new Slate of Officers. 
 

The Association extends sincere thanks and appreciation to Alumna Jennifer (DaCamara) Cheong who, regrettably, 
did not put her name forward to serve on the Committee in the coming term.  Jennifer remains committed to the Asso-
ciation and we will miss her input in our deliberations.   

ST. ROSE’S HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING  
CONSTRUCTION UNDERWAY 

 

According to a news release in The Stabroek News, The 
Minister of Education in Guyana recently visited 
the  construction project on Church Street to assess the 
work being carried out by Shandong Dejian International, 
and Kalitech Inc Engineering Design and Supervisory 
Consultants. 
 

The construction is ahead of the contractual schedule and 
the Ministry of Education will continue to monitor the 
project closely to ensure that it is completed on time for 
students to be accommodated in the new building. St. 
Rose’s  students are presently being taught in classrooms 
that are located in a section of the old building which was 
not demolished due to its good structural condition. Stabroek News, Ministry of Education photo  



  

 

MAILING ADDRESS— 
 

St. Rose’s Alumni Association 
19 Robertsfield Crescent, 
Scarborough, ON  M1R 2X1 
Phone: 416-449-8203  
 
 

WEBSITE ADDRESS: 
https://
www.strosesalumnitoronto.com/ OUR SYMPATHIES GO OUT TO: 

—Alumnae Mumel (Skeete) Jones and Orinthia Skeete whose brother, Esmond 

passed away in December 2021 in Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A. 

—Alumna Juliet (DeAbreu) Texeira whose husband, Edward (Eddie) Texeira 

passed away on December 28, 2021 in Cambridge, Ontario, Canada. Juliet also 

lost her brother, Vernon DeAbreu who passed away on January 11, 2022 in 

Florida, U.S.A. 

—Alumnae Melanie Fredericks, Marcia Fredericks and Nadia Fredericks 

whose brother, Peter Fabian Fredericks passed away in Guyana on January 9, 

2022.  Fabian was also cousin to Alumnae Stella (Fredericks) Vieira, Cheryl 

(Fredericks)  Burrowes, Marie-Helene, Lisa, Wendy and Sandra Fredericks. 

—Alumna Michelle (Case) Ramalho whose mother, Pat Da Silva passed away 

on January 9, 2022 in the U.S.A. 

—Alumna Mary Ann (da Silva) Seide whose husband, Gustav (Gus) Seide 

passed away on January 10, 2022 in Cambridge, Ontario. Gus was also the 

brother-in-law of Alumnae Sr. Jacqueline da Silva O.S.U. and Celine (da Silva) 

Gonsalves. 

—Alumnae Margaret (Dalgetty) Smith, Cameil (Dalgetty) Jarvis and Andrew 

Dalgetty whose cousin, Shawn Jeffrey passed away on January 16, 2022 in 

Brooklyn, New York, U.S.A. 

—Alumna Urmie Persaud whose father, Dr. Yesu Persaud passed away in 

Guyana on January 17, 2022. 

—Alumna Dianne (de Freitas) de Freitas whose husband, John Simon de 

Freitas passed away on February 26, 2022 in Madeira, Portugal. John was also the 

brother-in-law of Alumnae Joan (de Freitas) Prisby and Mary de Freitas, and 

sister of Alumna Noelle de Freitas. 

—The family of Alumna Joan (Caldeira) Romalho.  Joan passed away on 

March  11, 2022 in Brampton, Ontario, Canada. 

—Alumna Jackie (Murray) Smith whose husband, Jeff Smith, passed away on 

March 17, 2022 in Barrie, Ontario. 

—Alumnus Tony McWatt whose mother, Daphne “Elsie” McWatt passed away 

on March 27, 2022 in Oshawa, Ontario, Canada. 

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE.   AMEN. 
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2022 MEMBERSHIP 
DUES  

 
YOU CAN PAY YOUR AN-
NUAL SUBSCRIPTION OF 
$25.00 TO OUR ASSO-
CIATION  VIA E-
T R A N S F E R  t o :——— 
strosestoronto@yahoo.com 
OR SEND BY POST TO 
THE  MAILING AD-
DRESS ABOVE. 

Your  2022-—2023 
Executive Committee 

 

 Suzette Zaum,  President 
 Cheryl (Surrey) Braz, Past Presi-

dent 
 Beverley (Rowe) Jones, Secretary 
 Penny Lee, Treasurer 

 

DIRECTORS  
 

 Desiree (de Abreu) Buckley  
 Cheryl (D’Ornellas) Devers 
 Terry Kim Katchay 
 Carol (Harris) Munroe 
 Tessa (King) Ng-See-Quan 
 Shanta (Naraine) Persaud 
 Yvonne (Joseph) Triesman 
 Jennifer (Dummett) Welshman 
 

The alumnae above were on the 
slate presented at the A.G.M. 
and were unanimously ap-
proved, without objection. 

ALUMNI NEWS  
 
CONGRATULATIONS GO OUT TO: 
Alumna Joanne (Ross/Davis) DeCastro whose son, Jason and his wife, Kyla are  
proud parents of a baby boy.  Benjamin Bryan Elliott Davis was born on February 
27, 2022 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 


