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UPDATE ON THE DEMOLITION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The demolition of the memorable and iconic wooden
section of St. Rose’s High School, facing Church
Street, is expected to begin just after school closes
for the “August” holidays. This building, almost entirely made of wood (some portions being over 100
years plus) with creaking floors, broken windows,
crooked stairways and leaking ceilings, was declared
structurally unsafe for the 700 students. The auditorium has not been used for the past five years.

The Annual General Meeting was held on March
25, 2018 in Toronto. The proposed slate of officers was presented and the current members
serving the Committee were re-elected. See
page 4 for the list of your Executive Committee.

Nine classrooms have been affected and, in the new
term, the displaced students will be accommodated in
the other buildings of the school. Currently, students
enter and exit the school through the St. Joseph
Ursuline Convent gate, which is located on Camp
Street.

A big thank you goes out, once more, to these
ladies for all their dedication, hard work and
commitment to the success of the running of this
association. A great testament to our SERVIAM
motto. If you would like to serve on this Committee, please contact us. Your contribution would
be very much valued and appreciated.

The replacement will incorporate many aspects of the
original design, integrating the design of the Marion
Wing and other areas on the property. The green
space courtyard area, a unique feature of St. Rose’s,
will also be retained in the renovations.

The annual games evening was held on April
27th and held at our new location, St. Timothy’s
Anglican Church in Scarborough.

Photos taken by / and
with the kind permission of Alumna
Amanda Richards

Over the years the attendance number has been
dropping, but all those who come out to support
this fundraiser always have a good time. Thank
you to the committee for organizing this event
and the wonderful eats. We were pleased to
welcome Guyana’s current Consul General to
Toronto, Alumna Anyin Choo, to the event.

GAMES EVENING

As usual, all proceeds will be sent to the St. Ann’s
and St. John Bosco Orphanages.

UPCOMING
EVENTS
 Annual Reunion/Brunch
Toronto : Sep 23, 2018

 Casino Trip—Sep.20 (Casino
Rama)

 2018 Pre-Christmas Dance :
Nov. 17, 2018

 International Reunion in New
York scheduled for August
24-30, 2019
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SCHOOL NEWS
Alumna Patsy Russell, a Past President of our Chapter, was appointed Secretary of St.Rose’s High School’s Board of Governors for 2018-2019
by the Ministry of Education. Congratulations to Patsy! We know that she will be a valuable asset to the Board.
St. Rose’s High School student, Rayon Dorris, recently made an impassioned and eloquent presentation at a forum on the topic of Guyana’s border controversy with Venezuela. This was held at the Theatre Guild in Georgetown. Congratulations to this young man for his leadership role.
HONOURING MALES AT ALUMNI BRUNCH IN NEW YORK
St. Rose’s Alumni Association, U.S.A Chapter will be hosting a Brunch on Saturday, June 23, 2018 in Brooklyn, New York, honouring all past male
students. The event will coincide with Father’s Day Week when special recognition will be given to all fathers and male relatives. Tickets are
$60.00 per person and proceeds will go towards St. Rose’s, financing special projects, including supplying chemicals for the science labs. To obtain tickets, please email info@strosesalumni.org or telephone: 917-569-6794; 917-504-6002; 917-232-0904. A Souvenir Journal will be published
and you can purchase advertising space: “whether to say congratulations to fellow male alumni, relatives and friends, to honor deceased male
alumni, relatives and friends, to advertise your business, or to simply share an expression of congratulations or remembrance.” A signed contract
and payment must be submitted no later than June 1, 2018.
INTERNATIONAL REUNION 2019 IN NEW YORK
The U.S.A. Chapter of our Association will be hosting the 7th International Reunion which will take place in New York from August 24 to 30, 2019. The theme of this event is: “YESTERDAY, TODAY, TOMORROW.” Activities planned include an Interfaith
Service, a Cultural Evening, Family Sports Day, a visit to the African museum in Washington, D.C. and a Reunion Gala; as well
as conducting business meetings with representatives of the various Chapters and Alumni The planning committee will be cochaired by Lorraine Croft-Farnell (President of the U.S.A. Chapter), Pauline Roman-Willis and Compton Grose. There will be an
Art competition, open to St. Rose’s students, to create a logo, based on the theme of the Reunion. The winning class will be
rewarded with a stipend.
Please get ready to attend this special and exciting occasion where you will meet your classmates and their families, and share
in the fellowship of long-term friendships and memories of our alma mater. LOOK OUT FOR MORE UPDATES.
OUR URSULINE NUNS IN GUYANA, BARBADOS AND CARACAS
In Georgetown, Sister Claudiet Jones is the Prioress and the Counsellor at Marian Academy. She looks after health matters and all other business in her charge. She gives retreats and talks to groups, when invited. Sister Marie Therese Gomes will be 92 years old towards the end of
May 2018. She was involved in a bicycle accident where she was struck down and suffered a broken hip. Despite her replaced hip, she is still quite
independent, of sound mind and manages to do a lot in the house in spite of having lost most of her hearing. She still remembers many of the
children she has taught in her long life. Sister Anne Lucas, who comes from Santa Rosa, is 90 years old. She cannot manage much, but can still
have a conversation. Sister Shelly Jhetoo is our youngest Sister. She teaches Religious Education in the Primary Department of Marian Academy and works with youth in parishes. Sister Leonie De Costa is in charge of St. Ann's Home with 35-40 girls, from 4 to 18 years old. She has a
menagerie of stray cats and dogs, a parrot, a turtle and any other living creatures that need a home. Sister Mary Peter Ngui no longer teaches in
school, but still helps some students struggling with Mathematics; she also helps out at St. Ann's, even though she is not officially on the staff.
She is on a team supported by the Jesuits, to introduce teaching Nursery children, in three villages in the Rupununi, in their own Wapichan language in an attempt to preserve their culture. Sister Mary Peter works also with the Together In Peace Home, a safe House set up by the Mercy
Sisters and the Guyana Women Miners’ Organisation for girls and women rescued from Trafficking in Persons. Sister Marie Harper, who is Jamaican, is Provincial of the Caribbean Province, and lives in our community. She is the Principal of Marian Academy which covers Nursery, Primary, Secondary and Sixth Form departments, and has done so since 1998 when the school began as the only private Catholic school in the
country.
In Barbados, Sister Teresa Mary Fredericks is the Prioress and is involved in the Primary Department (St. Angela's) and in St. Francis, the
school newly formed for boys. They are separate from the girls' school, but share some facilities and staff. Sister Barbara Mc Lean teaches Religious Education to some Forms (they do an exam at CSEC). Sister Valerie Ngui is treasurer and does whatever else needs doing. Sister Mary
Claire Zitman is no longer active as she has many ailments. Sister Sheila George, who is St. Lucian but lived most of her life in Barbados, is
elderly and retired, but still has some involvement with younger children.
In Caracas, Sister Brenda Ferreira is the Prioress and attends to the administration of the school. Sister Mary Bernard Albertsen, who will be
85 years old later this month (May), has difficulty getting around (two knee replacements); she is very forgetful, but is always cheerful and ready to
chat with anyone. Sister Boguslawa Kaliniowska, a Polish Sister, and Sister Alba (from Mexico temporarily), make up the younger portion of
the community and take part in the apostolic works of the group - working in Campo Rico with parents and children, and handling other tasks.
Sister Jacqueline daSilva left Caracas in 2017 after working there for many years and returned to N.Y. Province of Ursuline in New Rochelle,
New York.
KEEPING GUYANA ENVIROMENTALLY SAFE
In light of oil explorations off the coast of Guyana, and the Guyana Government granting petroleum production licences to three oil companies, a
“Fair Deal for Guyana– a Fair Deal for the Planet “ is a campaign organized by concerned Guyanese, both at home and abroad. They share the
view that, once this is implemented, it will release over billions of tonnes of CO2 into the atmosphere,. As a result, Guyana will go from being a
carbon sink that prides itself on having vast areas of virgin rainforests into a carbon emitter, thus being very bad for the Earth and for the environment. Among other concerns the campaign recognizes are having an impact on global climate change and the environmental impact of the oil
production itself endangering the local marine life, so rich in biodiversity.
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From the Editor’s Desk:
Honesty and Integrity - Two values we learnt from school days. In a world filled with such heightened unethical behavior, and the plethora of
lies, deceit and hyperboles, I cannot help but think of our Ursuline nuns, our Head Mistresses and our teachers (we were so very fortunate to be
taught by them). They would have frowned upon and certainly neither tolerated such egregious conduct nor the lack of transparency so blatant
on the political scene these days. Sir Walter Scott’s proverbial saying comes to my mind: “Oh, what a tangled web we weave, when first we
practise to deceive.” How much does society today care about upholding the truth? Have we become oblivious to honesty, moral behaviour and
trust?
This is the time of the year when students (your, children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren) will be graduating from high schools to pursue
higher education, or from universities to join the work force. It is a concern that they may embark upon the next path in their lives without a clear
sense of academic honesty, credibility, integrity and respect for societal norms. This should be intrinsic in their character, having been taught
during their scholastic years, for the most part, by men and women who have dedicated themselves to setting high academic and moral
exemplary standards. I remember when we were leaving Sixth Form and Sister Teresita Salles de Miguel called us aside and gave us a little “big
up” speech —and I have never forgotten these words: “a fair day’s wage for a fair day’s pay.”
As past pupils of an institution where we were privileged to receive the best education in Guyana, I would like to stress how important it is to
cultivate a culture of integrity among our young people today and, as parents and grandparents, we should instill in them a code of morality and
ethics which will support and guide them for their future. The truth matters.
This month, our oldest Ursuline teacher, Sister Marie Therese Gomes will be celebrating her 92nd birthday and on behalf of the members of our
Association, I extend our heartfelt best wishes and blessings on such a joyful celebration and pray that she will get better soon. She still
remembers the pupils she has taught.
Margaret (Man-Son-Hing) Levy

ALUMNA ANYIN CHOO —
GUYANA’S CONSUL GENERAL TO
TORONTO
Alumna Anyin Choo joined the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Guyana in 2000, upon completing her
Bachelor’s of Arts Degree in Languages at the Beijing
Language and Culture University. She worked in the
Economic Affairs Department and then in the Department of International Cooperation. In 2006, she was
appointed Director of International Cooperation in the
Ministry of Foreign Trade and International Cooperation. In 2008, She was posted to the Guyana Embassy in Beijing as the Charge d’ Affaires (a.i) and
became the Deputy Head of Mission when an Ambassador was appointed in 2010. In 2011, she was
recalled from Beijing to the Ministry and appointed
Head of the Diaspora Unit. She served as Head of
the Diaspora Unit until March 2017, when she was
appointed Director of Foreign Trade. She headed the
Foreign Trade Department until February 2018.
Anyin attended St. Rose’s High School, where she
graduated as valedictorian in 1992. She also holds a
Diploma in Computer Science from the University of
Guyana and is presently pursuing a Master’s Degree
in Business Administration.
Anyin served on the Board of Directors of St. Rose’s,
the Guyana Office for Investment (Go– Invest) and
the New Guyana Marketing Corporation.

Anyin was appointed Guyana’s Consul General to Toronto on February 26, 2018.
Congratulations and best wishes to our new Consul General.
Here is a message she sends to our alumni members: “I am proud to be a Rose's Girl,
and my Teachers and my education at St. Rose's helped lay the foundation for the
person who I have become today. A special piece of advice for youths — Never loose
focus on your goals in life, even when everything seem impossible and being professional will take you a very long way. These are the lessons that I have learnt in life and
have taken me a very long way .”
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“If we learn to open our hearts, anyone, including the people who
drive us crazy, can be our teacher.”
― Pema Chödrön

FOLLOW THE CHANGING REAL ESTATE
MARKET IN THE GTA:
FREE Subscription to our Monthly Newsletter
JUST SEND YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS TO :
rupertworks724@gmail.com
A. Rupert De Castro, CPA, CMA
Broker of Record
CENTURY21 CAMDEC REAL ESTATE LTD.
Cell: 416 817 7604
Office: 416 298 8888
You can unsubscribe anytime
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ALUMNI NEWS

MAILING ADDRESS:
St. Rose’s Alumni Association
19 Robertsfield Crescent,
Scarborough, ON M1R 2X1
Phone: 416-449-8203

CONGRATULATIONS GO OUT TO:

WEBSITE ADDRESS
www.strosesalumnitoronto.org

—-Alumna Chandra (Magalee) Gocool and her husband, Robert (Bobby) who celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on May 11, 2018. They are the proud great-grandparents to Braylee Reese Youngblood, born on
November 17, 2017 to Sebastian and Megan Youngblood. The grandparents are Chandra and Bobby’s daughter
Shemida, and her husband, Olen Youngblood. Texas has been witness to many big celebrations in the Gocool/
Youngblood families over the last six months.

Your 2018—2019
Executive Committee
 SUZETTE ZAUM, President
 CHERYL (SURREY) BRAZ,
Past President
 BEVERLEY (ROWE) JONES,
Secretary
 PENNY LEE, Treasurer












DIRECTORS
Desiree (de Abreu) Buckley
Patricia Anne (Dummett)
Castanheiro
Jennifer (da Camara) Cheong
Joanne (Ross) Davis
Sheila (Georges) DeGannes
Cheryl (D’Ornellas) Devers
Terry Kim Katchay
Carol (Harris) Munroe
Tessa (King) Ng-See-Quan
Shanta (Naraine) Persaud
Jennifer (Dummett) Welshman

2018 MEMBERSHIP
FEES ARE DUE
This is a reminder that the annual membership fee of $25.00
is due and payable. If you have
not yet remitted your subscription, Kindly remit to the address
listed on page 4.

ADVERTISE NOW IN
OUR NEWSLETTER.
For more information, please
contact our Newsletter Editor at
srhtoronto@yahoo.ca

—-Alumna Alicia (De Souza) Yorke, on the birth of a new grand-daughter, Nora Anne on March 3, 2018. Parents
Maria and Daniel Boudreau are Alicia's daughter and son--in-law.

FROM THE MAILBAG:
From Alumna Thelma (Vincent) Nobbs——-“Greetings: Enclosed is my membership fee for the year 2018. I love the
newsletter and look forward to receiving it. I am currently working on individual lettering done in Indian ink and
illuminated in iridescent calligraphy style that was taught to us at our school. Sorry to hear about the demolition of our
school, but that is just a building.—Serviam is in our hearts! Thank you for all the wonderful work you do. Love you all,
Thelma.”

(Editor’s note: What a wonderful idea, this form of lettering is priceless. Thelma is our oldest senior member who
attended the Annual Brunch in September 2017.)
From Sr. Leonie De Costa O.S.U, St. Ann’s Orphanage—”It is with profound gratitude that I, on behalf of the girls of
St. Ann’s, thank you and your members for your very generous gift of $1500.00. From July to this time of the year our
heaviest expenditure is tuition fees. As many of our girls have missed years of school before coming to us, and the
practice in the government schools is to place them where their chronological age dictates, we place the majority of
girls in private school where they will get the individual attention that they need. Recently, we had to make the tough
decision to withdraw some of the girls from the private school and put them back into the public system as the private
schools have increased their tuition fees due to mounting pressure from the Revenue Authority to pay up back taxes.
We need to be very selective when choosing the girls for private school, and I have requested a commitment from
each girl to focus and put a great effort into their education. Without your concern and material help we could not care
for all of our children. We pray that God continues to bless you and your members in all that you do.”

OUR SYMPATHIES GO OUT TO:
—-Alumna Sandra (Dos Ramos) Wiertzema whose mother, Alumna Sheila (Gomes) Dos Ramos passed away on
December 4, 2017 in Guyana, and whose nephew, Desmond Grandsoult died in an accident on December 18, 2017.
Sheila was 93 years old.
—-Alumni Desiree (Goodfellow) Woon and Anne (Goodfellow) Dettering and Indira (Woon) Wulf whose sister,
and aunt, Alumna Audrey (Goodfellow) Chapman passed away on December 23, 2017, in Toronto.
---Alumni Annette DeFreitas and Bernice (DeFreitas) Narain whose brother, Anthony Errol DeFreitas passed away
in Georgetown, Guyana on February 27, 2018.
—Alumni Carolyn Hunter and Alison (Hunter) Camacho whose sister, Alumna Felicity “Felix” (Hunter) Andre
passed away in Georgetown on March 4, 2018 while visiting Guyana with her husband, Etienne. Alumna Winifred
(Wishart) Hunter (deceased) was her mother and well known as the owner of St. Margaret’s Primary School. Felicity
also taught at St. Rose’s for a few years.
—-Alumni Wendy (Fredericks) Irwin, Marilyn (Fredericks) Horne and Sandra (Fredericks) Stevens whose
mother, Mrs. Berna Leila Fredericks passed away on March 4, 2018, in Toronto, Ontario. She was 92 years old.
—-The family of Alumna Denise “Mickey” Bacchus (deceased) whose daughter, Rashida Alyssa Best passed
away on March 4, 2018 in Toronto, Ontario. Denise Bacchus was the first person to request that Serviam be sung at
her funeral. This request caused a number of Alumni here in to Toronto to pull together to grant Denise’s wish. From
that group at Denise’s funeral our Serviam Choir was formed.
—-The family of Holly Morgan who passed away on March 6, 2018 in Georgetown, Guyana. Holly taught at St. Rose’s
and was a Principal of President’s College in Guyana.
—-Alumni Sulsie (Butts) Muchal, Shaharazan (Shar) (Butts) Glickman, Eileen (Butt) Woo-Ming and Indranie
(Butts) Nelson (deceased), whose brother, Professor Harold Drayton passed away on March 11, 2018 in
Gaithersburg, Maryland, U.S.A. Professor Drayton was also the cousin of Alumna Jennifer (da Camara) Cheong,
one of the Directors on our Executive Committee.
—Alumna Andrea Kawall whose mother, Rohoney Isabelle Kawall passed away on April 18, 2018, in Toronto,
Ontario. She was 98 years old.

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE. AMEN
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2018 St. Rose’s Annual Brunch
PLEASE JOIN US ON

Sunday September 23, 2018
12:30 p.m.
(doors open at 11:30 a.m.)

WE ARE CELEBRATING 
Our Entrepreneurs
CALLING ALUMNI WHO ARE ENTREPRENEURS
At this year’s Annual Reunion and Brunch, to be held in September, the Executive
Committee is planning to focus on entrepreneurship, and to extend an invitation to
St. Rose’s Alumni who are interested in promoting a business or a product. Network, reach potential clients and exchange business information at our
annual St Rose's Brunch. Tables will be provided for display purposes. If you are
interested in participating or would like additional information please contact us
at :- srhtoronto@yahoo.ca

REMBRANDT Banquet Hall (401/Markham)
930 Progress Avenue, Scarborough, Ont. M1G 3T5

ALUMNUS PRICE $30:00

GUEST PRICE $35:00

Please see attached registration form
INVITE
YOUR
FRIENDS

CONTACT
YOUR CLASSMATES

COME AND MEET OLD FRIENDS AND MAKE NEW ONES
Enjoy a delicious meal and lively entertainment

REGISTRATION FORM IS ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FLYER
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THE TORONTO CHAPTER'S ANNUAL REUNION AND BRUNCH
Our Annual Reunion and Brunch will take place this year on Sunday, September 23 at the Rembrandt Banquet Hall,
930 Progress Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario. Remember this event is open to family members and friends of alumni.
Please complete the registration form and return to us and if you are bringing friends/family, please provide their name(s).
————————————————————————————————————————————————
St. Rose’s Alumni Association (Toronto)
c/o 19 Robertsfield Crescent
Scarborough, Ont. M1R 2X1

ST. ROSE'S ALUMNI ASSOCIATION (Toronto)
REUNION BRUNCH - Sunday, September 23, 2018
REMBRANDT Banquet Hall
930 Progress Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario M1G 3T5
Doors Open at 11:30a.m - “Serviam” is sung at 12:30p.m
REGISTRATION FORM IF ATTENDING REUNION BRUNCH
(to be received as soon as possible – and no later than September 14, 2018

Name: _______________________________

Telephone No: ________________________

Address: _____________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Brunch (Alumnus)
Annual Dues (if not already paid)
Family /Friend attending
@$35.00 per person

$______

Total Submitted:

$______

Email address:_________________________

$30.00
$25.00

PAYMENT OF MEMBERSHIP for 2018 (If Not Yet Paid and Not Attending Reunion)
Name: _______________________________
Address: _____________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
Email address:_________________________

Telephone No. ____________________
Annual Dues:

$25.00

Total Submitted:

$25.00

Rembrandt Banquet Hall is located in Scarborough right in
front of Woburn Park. Just south of the 401 on Markham
Road & Progress Avenue. (See map to the left.)
Ample Parking is within the vicinity of the building.
The Rembrandt Hall and its facilities are accessible by wheelchair.

