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CELEBRATING  170 YEARS  
 

The Annual Reunion and Brunch took place this year on 

September 24th at the Rembrandt Conference Center in 

Markham.  This was one of our largest turn outs in many 

years (165 attendees) and  summer attire  presented a color-

ful  and ambient atmosphere.  Alumni came from as far as 

New Zealand and England and from the U.S. and various 

parts of Canada, including British Columbia. 

This event marked 170 years since our alma mater was es-

tablished and, along with celebrating Canada’s 150th anni-

versary and Guyana’s 51st anniversary, our senior alumni 

members were invited to attend as honoured guests. Veteran  

Emcee, Alumna Ann Marie Seymour  welcomed the gather-

ing  and kept them amused throughout the afternoon with her 

delightful repartee. Alumna Phyllis (Lewis) Henery said 

special prayers to mark the 170th anniversary and honouring 

our Senior Alumni, followed by the singing of SERVIAM by 

the Choir, led by Alumna Heather Jagarnauth on keyboard. 

OUR SENIOR ALUMNI MEMBERS 
 

Alumna Suzette Zaum delivered her first speech as the in-

coming President, which provided up to date reports of the 

School and the Association’s projects. See her report  on 

pages  two and three. 

On display was a slide of past events, featuring alumni and 

friends.  

Alicia Nero, grand-daughter of Alumna Elizabeth Solomon, 

performed a  contemporary dance.    

Bill “The Crooner” Newman and Victor Shim 

provided enjoyable entertainment and mu-

sic.  Bill Newman’s  sister, the late Joan 

Chapman nee Newman was an Alumna. 

 

The traditional collection for the Orphanages 

in Georgetown was taken up by Alumna 

Lorraine (Lackanlall) Cornelius in the 

amount of $1240.00. General socializing 

and the singing of the Holiday Hymn con-

cluded another wonderful Annual Reunion 

and Brunch. 

 

LAUREN (AHWAH) HARRY RE-

CEIVES  ST. ROSE’S PLAQUE 
 

The St. Rose’s plaque for Excellence was 

presented to Alumna Lauren (Ahwah)  

Harry (aka Sis H)  by President Suzette 

Zaum at the Annual Reunion and Brunch. 

Sis H said she discovered God and His 

word while attending St. Rose’s. She mi-

grated to Canada in 1965 and after working 

for 25 years with Shell Canada, she retired 

to commence full-time ministry with Victory 

Churches International. She founded an 

outreach Ministry: Living Instructions for 

Today, Toronto (LIFT) about 30 years ago. 

Its mission is to bring the Gospel in a practi-

cal way to those who are in prison, ex in-

mates and their families, and those who are 

on drugs who reside in the GTA, the home-

less, and families who battle with difficult life 

circumstances. 

For some years, Lauren has attended St. 

Rose’s Graduation ceremonies presenting 

awards (taking them down from Canada) on 

behalf of our Association, as well as from 

the New York chapter.  We are thankful that 

Lauren takes the time to perform this task 

on our behalf.  Thank you, Lauren! 

PRE-CHRISTMAS 

DINNER/DANCE 
 

The 2017 Dance takes 

place on Saturday, No-

vember 18th at Sts. Peter 

& Paul Banquet Hall.   .  

By the time you read this 

we may be Sold Out.  Book 

early next year so that you 

are not  disappointed.  



  

 

 
 
  PRESIDENT’S REPORT (presented at the 2017 Annual Reunion/Brunch) 
 
“I take this opportunity on behalf of the Association to provide a brief summary of what has transpired over the year with our Association and St. Rose’s.   We have 
had a productive and busy year so far. 
 
The ANNUAL GAMES EVENING was held on April 29, 2017……….. It was a very successful event with over 89 alumni and friends in attendance……...We have 
chosen to hold next year’s event at another location (St. Timothy’s) as the stairs at the current location prove to be a challenge to some of the attendees.  Thanks 
to Alumna Terry Kim Katchay for her time and efforts spent in sourcing and viewing various locations. 
CASINO TRIPS: ….. the first was on April 1st this year to Casino Rama, which was sold out.  Alumna  Anne  (Dummett) Castanheiro is the main organizer, with 
Alumna Shanta (Naraine) Persaud providing support  on the day of the event….Thanks, Anne, for running this event. The second casino trip will be on Saturday, 
October 21st to Fallsview Casino (Niagara Falls).   
—-THE PRE-CHRISTMAS DINNER & DANCE will be held on November 18th, 2017 …..This is our main fundraising event – and…...it is usually sold out prior  to 
the date.  However, we know that we can't rest on our laurels; we still make an early drive/push to sell our tickets…….In fact tickets are already printed and our 
flyers are "out there".  We are truly thankful for our many supporters including Corporate and individual prize donors. Many thanks to hardworking Committee mem-
bers who go above and beyond, donating their Saturday morning, to get the evening's festivities ready. Thanks  to  Alumna Joanne (Ross) Davis who spearheads 
the decorations for the dance and is also responsible for the decorations today.   
—-CIRCLE OF FRIENDS: This project has been slow to get off the ground. Our aim is to establish contact with individuals who for whatever reason - either short 
or long term - are “shut in” and would welcome either a phone call or a visit.  These would be either Alumni or family of our Alumni. We welcome assistance with 
someone being able to spearhead this project, in addition to advising names of alumni who may be in need of our Circle of Friends …..   
—-LAST LAP LIME: As you know, SRHS was one of the founding members of the Lime over 20 years ago.  The reality is that as the attendance grew over the 
years, so did the expenses, the time and work put forth by the committee members and the dwindling number of volunteers.   After careful thought and considera-
tion of the financial results, the decision was by the Board for SRHS to make 2016 the last year of direct involvement in the LLL. Having said this, it is important to 
note that  all of our members can continue to volunteer and/or attend this community event………….. 

—-ST. ROSE’S HIGH SCHOOL: It must be noted that we work very closely with the Board of Governors and the Headmistress of St. Rose’s High School in 

Guyana, to ensure that we are in the loop on what is transpiring throughout the school year.   At least one of our Executive committee sits in on the monthly meet-
ings of the Board of Governors in Georgetown. We participate by Skype which gives us the opportunity to get to know the Headmistress, Ms. Paula Hamil-
ton, and the other members of the Board. These meetings also provide a better appreciation of the challenges they face.  At the beginning of the year, we ask the 
Board to provide us with a wish list of the items / projects they feel are critical to the efficient operation of the school.  This list is carefully reviewed and your Board/
Committee votes on what we feel will be the most effective use of the funds given to the school to fund selected projects. Our funds are given to the Board of Gov-
ernors (most of whom are alumni). This year our Chapter sent funds to the Board of Governors in Georgetown to fund various projects. This year to date we have: 
 

 Funded the cost for parts / toner / repairs for the Riso Photocopier – used extensively  by staff for exam preparation. 

 Funded 50% of the cost of the staff retreat earlier this year which was held at Cara Lodge. 

 Sent 20 backpacks – included in the backpacks are school and personal supplies (10 female / 10 male).  These were shipped through Guyana Christian 

Charities.  Ms. Hamilton has confirmed that these backpacks have arrived and will be distributed to the students identified. Thanks to  Alumni Lauren  

(Ahwah) Harry / Carol (Harris) Munro and Desiree (de Abreu) Buckley for spearheading this initiative. 

 Funded the cost of text books and resource materials.  

 We continue to provide funds for Awards to First Place and Most Improved students in the Junior School and we thank Alumna  Carol (Harris ) Munro for 

preparing these Certificates for the students. 

 We continue to fund the Custodian’s salary. The Canadian and US chapters have traditionally funded the Custodian's salary in alternating years.  

 Our past president , Alumna  Patsy Russell is now a part of the BOG so we will get improved information out of Guyana. 
 

The current headmistress, Ms. Paula Hamilton has advised  that in spite of all  the changes and challenges the School faces, she  and her staff continue to strive 

for excellence I am proud to advise that, for the first time in years, in 2017, St. Rose's students achieved 100% pass in French as a result of assistance rendered 

for Modern Languages. In addition, they have achieved 100% pass in English Language for the first time in quite a few years. Furthermore, as a result of the dona-

tion from the Toronto Chapter to fund  “the build” of  a multipurpose Court, the School has been able to sustain quality performance in Physical Education. 

They had 100% pass – all grade ones. As a matter of fact, there has been improvement in the quality of the results for this year at the regional examinations of 

Caribbean Examination Council (CXC), namely: Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate (CSEC) and Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination 

(CAPE). St. Roses had the best CAPE student, Shawn Shewram, for Guyana in 2017 with eight (8) grade one passes, the highest number of grade 1’s at one 

sitting. It is gratifying to see that our efforts have enhanced the performance of our Alma Mater. 
 

As you may or may not know, due to the poor condition of the Main (wooden) building of the school, this building  is scheduled to be demolished and rebuilt. St. 

Rose’s Board of Governors has advised that the building will be refurbished by the Guyana Government. Money/funding for this project has already been budgeted 

by the Government. We have been advised that a Company from Trinidad has been awarded the contract to manage the entire process from the Consulting, de-

sign, demolition, and construction phases of the new building.  It is estimated that the project will run approximately 2 years.  The new building will be a concrete 

structure and will be furnished with the existing furniture. In the meantime, any students / classes that were housed in the  building have been transferred to the 

Sports complex on Carifesta Avenue.“                    
  
“Our Committee maintains a solid working relationship with our US Chapter and holds meetings by conference call to discuss the needs of the school as identified 
by the Board of Governors. The US Chapter recently held a Gala Reunion on August 31st in New York.  In attendance and representing the Toronto Chapter were  
Alumna Jennifer  (Dummett) Welshman and her husband, Howard  and  Alumna Yvonne (Joseph) Triesman and her husband,  Gerry.   We were informed that 
it was an elegant affair and that  a great time was had by all.  The Honoured guest was Guyana's Minister of Telecommunications,  Alumna Catherine Chol-
mondley-Hughes. Headmistress  Paula Hamilton (alumna) was also in attendance.  Past Headmistress  Sr. Hazel and Alumna Waveney (Campayne) 
Duarte (former Teacher) attended as well.            

Continued  on page 3 
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From the Editor’s Desk: 
 
What a wonderful idea to honour our  over 80 Senior alumni members at this year’s Annual Reunion and Brunch. Although many of the 

gathering are seniors (55 plus), we have not arrived at the milestone that these honourees have achieved...as yet! One such lovely lady is 
over 90 and later on in the afternoon she astounded us with her dancing to a lively calypso tune. As our emcee, AnnMarie announced she 

had the pleasure of travelling with two honourees, one lady is 89 and the second lady a sprightly 86...“I got out of my car and couldn’t 
match their agility.” These ladies were very excited and looked forward to once again being able to attend our annual reunion and brunch 

and it was such a great pleasure to have them sitting at various tables, mingling and regaling their past connections with our alma mater. 
We appreciate their continued interest in the Association and maybe in the future there could be a special event planned to host an event 

which they could attend and chat with other alumni members.  After all, we have a lot in common and many memories to be shared. 

 

Thank you for coming and living the spirit of Serviam: Aileen (Rodrigues) D’Andrade, Anne (Dummett) Castanheiro, Anne 

(Gaskin) Walker, AnneMarie (Fernandes) Reigber, Bridget (Biddy Fitzgerald) Adamson, Brenda (Tang) Chee-a-Tow, Brenda 

(Whitehead) Dill, Bridget (Pinky) DaSilva, Celene (Menezes) Sutherland, Doreen (Chan) Young, Edmee (Texeira) Gouveia, June 

Anne (Persaud) Breiter, Ellice (Goveia) Douglas, Fidele (Shanks) Edelsward, Jeanette (Cregan) Rowan, Joyce (Loquan) Sue-Ping,  

Lucille (Da Silva) D’Abadie, Lucy (Belgrave) Drimmell, Myrtle (Cole) Chapman, Petal (Minshaw) Payne, Sybil (Mathias) Boland, 

Sarah (Ricks) Taylor, Thelma (Carter) Nobbs, Yvonne (D’Andrade) Holder. Regrets from:  Desiree (Lopes) de Abreu, Estrelita 

(Ezechiels) Rodrigues, Jean (Niccols) Lawr, Joan (Applewaite) Da Silva, Joan (Gomes) Ezechiels, Joan (D’Abreu) Sibley,  Margaret 

(Fernandes) Elliott, Patricia (Da Silva) Man, Shirley (Albertsen) Chung, Terry Pimento, Trilby (Whitehead) Luckacsi. 

 
On another note, it is so amazing and inspirational that our Alumni Association is vibrant and active and that, despite the passage of time, 

we have ladies who serve willingly and diligently on the Committee, members (financial and non financial) who faithfully support fund 

raising activities and yearly events, and the dedication by all to improving the standards of excellence at St. Rose’s.  It is a great testimony 

to our Serviam motto and to the affiliation and long-lasting friendships which we all experienced as school children in our beautiful land of 

our birth, Guyana. The Toronto chapter of our Alumni Association is proud to be celebrating Canada's 150th anniversary with our 

Guyanese/Canadian families. 

 

Margaret (Man-Son-Hing) Levy 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT continued from page 2 
 

Jennifer Welshman and Yvonne Triesman also attended a meet-
ing the next day with the US Chapter and the Headmistress, Ms. 
Paula Hamilton, to review / recap the current school conditions. 
 

None of the above events, activities and relationships would be 
possible if it were not for the hard work, dedication and selfless 
attitudes of the group I am proud to work with. These folks give of 
their own time, in addition to paying their way to all  events.  I am 
very proud and honoured to introduce the Alumni team —” 
 

 Cheryl Braz (our Past President who is away attending a 

wedding),  

 Penny Lee,   (our Treasurer) 

 Beverley Jones, (our Secretary) 

 Jennifer Welshman (who unfortunately is not with us as 

she is attending a funeral in Edmonton this weekend),  

 Sheila DeGannes,  

 Tessa Ng-Se-Quan,  

 Terry Kim Katchay,  

 Joanne Davis,  

 Cheryl Devers,   

 Anne Castanheiro,  

 Jennifer Cheong,  

 Carol Munro,  

 Shanta Naraine and  

 Desiree Buckley (who is in the UK attending a 50th Wed-

ding Anniversary).    /………. 

Thank you again for your loyal and unwavering support to our Alma Mater…… Please 
enjoy the rest of the afternoon.” 
 

——Suzette Zaum, President 

An Inspirational Quotation 
 

Let us remember: One book, one pen, one child, and one 

teacher can change the world.  

Malala Yousafzai 



  

 

 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
 

St. Rose’s Alumni Association 
19 Robertsfield Crescent, 
Scarborough, ON  M1R 2X1 
Phone: 416-449-8203  
 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 
www.strosesalumnitoronto.org 

Your  2017—2018 

Executive Committee 

 Suzette Zaum,  President 

 Cheryl (Surrey) Braz, Past 

President 

 Penny Lee, Treasurer 

 Beverly (Rowe) Jones, 

Secretary 

DIRECTORS  

 Desiree (de Abreu) Buckley  

 Anne (Dummett) Castanheiro 

 Jennifer (Da Cambra) Cheong 

 Joanne (Ross) Davis  

 Sheila (George) DeGannes 

 Cheryl (D’Ornellas) Devers 

 Terry Kim Katchay 

 Carol (Harris) Munroe 

 Tessa (King) Ng-See-Quan 

 Shanta (Naraine) Persaud 

 Jennifer (Dummett) Welshman 

 ALUMNI NEWS 

CONGRATULATIONS  GO OUT TO: 

 Alumna Judith (Hanoman) Ramprasad and her husband, Albert, on the birth of a new grandson, Royce, who 

was born in July 2017 to their son, Dr. Michael Ramprasad and his wife, Bridget. Judith and Albert’s daughter, 
Nadia and her husband, Dwayne Chanderbhan, also welcomed a son, Aidan, in February 2016. 

 Alumna Jennifer (Dummett) Welshman and her husband, Howard, who celebrated their 50th wedding 

anniversary on September 30th. 

 Headmistress, Ms. Paula Hamilton whose daughter, Elisa Hamilton recently received an award for being the 

top medical student at the University of the West Indies. An exceptional student, Elisa was named the top 
performer in the CSEC in 2014, and later that year was bestowed the title of : “Regional CSEC top performer.” 

 

FROM THE MAILBAG: 

“Dear Suzette and all who organized the brunch last Sunday -  

You did a splendid job! It was lovely on every front - the food was excellent, the venue was lovely, the entertainment 
was fun, and being with classmates and schoolmates - priceless! Being a Merici House girl, I even loved the colour of 
the napkins!! 
I have an idea what presenting an event such as this takes so wanted to thank you  for you attention to detail and all 
the hard work it took to give us such a very pleasant afternoon. As we were leaving Rembrandt, one of us said 'Look 
around, everybody is leaving with a big smile!' It was true and we know you can't pick those smiles up from the party 
store eh? 
All the best and thanks again.—— Roseanne Foster” 
 
“I went to the St. Rose’s Reunion held in London, England on September 9th.  I try to go at least every other year.  
Who was there, on her way to South Africa, was Sr. Hazel Campayne.  She was going there to teach.  The Reunion 
had a few Queen's College “boys”.  Any Guyanese in the U.K. is welcome.  Numbers have gone down.  I don’t think 
they had 50, which is the aim; they will then provide a hot meal.  Well, the meal was cold, so they didn't get to 50 this 
year!”———Dianne DeFreitas 
 
“A young team of St. Rose’s steel pan players performed at an activity for  Education Month in the Promenade 
Gardens on Friday, October 6”———Ms. Paula Hamilton, Headmistress, St. Rose’s. 
 

“My dear friends and sisters of Serviam:  Thank you for a special day in my very sad life.  I have been really 
depressed since Edgar died (July 2016)  I have lost interest in everything. Then the invitation to your luncheon 
arrived. When I called Jennifer to decline, she seemed so disappointed that I discussed it with my daughter and she 
too wanted me to attend.  The love and attention I received was indeed immense.  Just what the doctor ordered. All 
of a sudden I was home again.  I no longer felt like a "lonely old lady".  The music took me back to happier times.  It 
was like a dream, my spirit was lifted, and as I returned to my table after the photo op. I saw a few girls dancing.  I too 
started to dance, forgetting that I had stopped dancing for at least six years ago and was walking with a cane 
because of poor balance.  In a few minutes I was in Trinidad again.  I had lived there for eight years, and saw many 
Carnivals.  I held my cane in the air and  I was dancing.  I was suddenly so happy! 
 After the long drive home I was tired and went to bed early.  The wonderful thing I want you to know is:- When I 
got out of bed the next morning, suddenly, I could walk without my cane, and have been doing so ever since. 
My request is:- Is it possible for you to send me a copy of a Trinidadian calypso, maybe a road march.  NOT one 
played on the steel drums, so that I can dance every day in the winter to maintain and never lose my mobility 
again.  Sincerely and much love.”———Thelma (Carter) Nobbs (age 93) 
 

—-St. Rose’s top student, Ms. Christine Rose Archer was among the four Guyanese who participated in the Youth 
Climate Change Conference 2017 under the theme “Our Climate, Our Voice, Our Change—Advancing Youth Action 
through Partnerships for Global Impact”. It was held in Jamaica under the auspices of the United Nations 
Development Programme, in collaboration with the Office of Climate Change, and hosted by the Jamaica Rural and 
Ecosystems Adapting to Climate Change project. Along with other Caribbean  and visiting Japanese youths, the aim 
is to stimulate and  facilitate the exchange of experiences among the countries..——information taken from a posting by 

Ministry of the Presidency (Guyana) Oct.10, 2017 

 

OUR SYMPATHIES GO OUT TO:  

—-The family of  Alumna Tessa Audrey Pamela Smith who passed away on September 1, 2017, in the United 

States.  Her burial took place in Georgetown Guyana. She was a veteran Pastor at the Central Assembly of God 

Church. 

MAY HER SOUL REST IN PEACE.   AMEN 

ADVERTISE NOW IN OUR 
NEWSLETTER.   

 

For more information, please 

contact our Newsletter Editor 

at srhtoronto@yahoo.ca 
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Please share news of 

your “life events”  for 

the column beside this —

“ALUMNI NEWS”.   

 

Your fellow alumni are 

interested and we can’t 

“tell of it” if we don’t 

“know of it”. 

mailto:srhtoronto@yahoo.ca

