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COVID VACCINE ROLL OUTS
We continue to wish all of our Alumni members
to keep safe and healthy as the roll out of the
Covid-19 vaccines has commenced, and we
transition into the threshold of herd immunity.
Pandemics and plagues have always been part of
human life and have had an impact on the way
we live and, though it looks like this virus will
be with us throughout 2021 and beyond, we are
fortunate that today we are better equipped to
handle this global contagion.
Our heartfelt sympathies go out to those who
have lost loved ones, friends, colleagues, and
especially the elderly, during this time.

ST. ROSE’S HIGH SCHOOL
BUILDING UPDATE
The Trinidadian firm of Courtney Benn Construction Company has been sued for failing to
uphold its contract to construct the new threestorey reinforced concrete school building, complete with electrical, plumbing and rain water
installations, ceiling, tiling works, painting and
finishes, along with external works inclusive of
perimeter fence, guard hut, culvert, water reservoir and landscaping works. According to the
Audit Office report a few months ago, there were
no construction works in progress on site at the
time of reporting and very little work was executed up to the time of physical verification.
Courtney Benn Construction should have completed the construction of the School by August
23, 2021, in keeping with an extension of the
contract by 20 months. The contract was subsequently terminated by the government on November 2, 2020, citing fundamental breaches of
the contract and because after 18 months only
nine percent of the works had been completed.
Back in August 2018, the construction company
had agreed to rebuild part of the secondary
school at the Church Street location. This was
followed by an extension on December 23, 2019.
Courtney Benn Construction Company is being
asked to repay the sum of money which was an
advance payment, because of the breach of the
contract.
St. Rose’s Board of Governors waited for further
directions since the variation piling works had
not been fully completed by the contractor; and
further no aspect of the main building works had
been approved or had begun.

Currently, the Tender for the new Building
has now been re-advertised and the tender
documents for each prospective Contractor (to purchase, review and use to submit
their individual tenders) have been made
available for all prospective Contractors.
The Tenders were expected to be submitted on March 16, 2021 by all prospective
Contractors, after which they will be
opened and their tenders published.
Within approximately two weeks of that
date an announcement of the winning Tender and a new contractor will be chosen.
Following the contract signing, the Board
will get its first opportunity to meet with
the said contractor.
Please note that the original Timelines
remain for completion (barring any unforeseen circumstances) -- meaning that
July 2022 would be the completion date
for this new contract.
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ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
The Annual General Meeting will take place on Sunday, April 21, 2021, via
Zoom. All financial members are invited to attend.

GAMES EVENING
The Games Evening will again be cancelled this year due to the coronavirus
pandemic. An appeal, which was made
at the end of last year to obtain funds to
send to the two Orphanages, was a
great success.

ANNUAL BRUNCH
Our Annual Brunch is also cancelled
due to the coronavirus pandemic. We
will review holding events in 2022
once everyone is vaccinated and, hopefully, our lives begin to return to normalcy.

To gain access to the
meeting – you will need to
contact our Association’s
President, Suzette Zaum
smzaum@hotmail.com.
Or call Suzette at 416-9048814. Suzette will then
provide you with the link
to join the meeting.

ANNUAL DUES
Refer to page 3 on how to
remit payment for your 2021
membership dues.
“Our stories are singular, but
our destiny is shared.”
— Barack Obama
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK:
A year into the pandemic and we have ushered 2020 out the door, to face an uncertain 2021. Nevertheless, life must go on. We give
birth, we graduate, we marry, we raise families, we divorce, find new love and new things to do, move to new jobs and different
houses and adapt to the new norm— because, despite it all, there are goals to be attained and milestones to be celebrated. Since
many of our younger alumni members and children and grandchildren of alumni may not remember or know, I thought that, at this
time, I would highlight the history of our motherland before it gained Independence in May1966—the colony of British Guiana.
British Guiana was once a British colony that was part of the British West Indies. On the left are the Coat of Arms and Flag.
The motto was: “Damus petimusque Vicissim” (Latin) / “We give and take in return.”
The National Anthem was “God Save the King” or “God Save the Queen”, depending on which British
monarch was on the throne. It is the only English speaking nation on the South American continent. It was
Christopher Columbus who first sighted Guiana in his voyage of discovery for Spain in 1498, and the Spanish made nominal claims
to an area. Sir Walter Raleigh encountered this land for the British in 1595, leading an exploration to find the fabled city of El
Dorado.
The Dutch were the first Europeans to settle in British Guiana, starting in the early 17th century, establishing a foothold. They
founded the colonies of Essequibo, Berbice and later in the mid 18th century, Demerara. The Dutch created slave owning
plantations that produced cotton, indigo, sugar and cacao. During the French Revolutionary wars, when the Netherlands were
occupied by the French and Great Britain and France were at war, Britain took over these three colonies in 1796, engaging in
hostilities with the French, who had occupied the Netherlands. Between 1780 and 1813 the country was successively ruled by the
Dutch, French and British. In 1814, the colonies were officially ceded to the United Kingdom, in the Anglo-Dutch Treaty and, in
1831, consolidated into a single colony, as British Guiana. The capital was named Georgetown (known as Stabroek prior to 1812).
The country became independent of the United Kingdom on May 26, 1966, remaining a member of the Commonwealth.
I was born in 1943 and lived under the British rule. The country was represented by Governors for the Crown, and this office existed
from 1831 until 1966. The title was changed to Governor-General after Independence, and the country renamed Guyana. I remember
the days of celebrating the coronation of the present British monarch, Queen Elizabeth, the laying of wreaths at the Cenotaph to
honour the dead soldiers on Remembrance Day, cricket being played at the Bourda grounds, horse racing at Durban Racetrack, and
listening to the military bands playing in the round bandstands on the sea wall and in the Promenade Gardens and Botanical
Gardens. The well laid out city streets and broad avenues in Georgetown and the colonial architecture of buildings such as the
Victoria Law Courts, the Magistrates’ Court, the Parliament Buildings (known as the Public Buildings), City Hall, and St. George’s
Cathedral (the world’s tallest wooden structure), St. Andrew’s Kirk, and Stabroek Market are some of the historical edifices which
still exist today, There was a profusion of architectural styles in the city, ranging from Gothic to semi-Tudor, Romanesque to Italian
Renaissance, molded by the Dutch, French and British, and the remarkable feature of the buildings is that they were virtually all
made of wood. Georgetown is a beautiful city, but today many of the houses and buildings are demolished or in disrepair, with
peeling paint, overgrown gardens, broken windows and scarred facades. I ask myself this question — will this architectural genre
ever survive?
I also recall the days when my family and I would visit some of the sugar plantations (estates): Albion, Blairmount, Enmore, LBI
(La Bonne Intention), Lusignan, Peter’s Hall, Rose Hall, Skeldon, Uitvlugt, Wakenaam and Wales. These names all relate to the
presence of the Dutch, French and the British in the land. Many of these estates are no longer in operation due to the winds of
economic, cultural and political change.
Since gaining Independence, Guyana has a new Flag and Coat of Arms. The country’s motto is “One People, One Nation, One
Destiny.” For many of the older Alumni memories of living in British Guiana remain evocative and sentimental. For the younger
Alumni it is to be hoped that they relate to this era and their roots in Guyana which have certainly had a multi–cultural and historical
past. Despite the changing and controversial times we must keep “Onward, Upward, May we ever grow.” Take pride, joy and
dignity in being an Independent nation.

GUYANA CELEBRATES 51 YEARS AS A
REPUBLIC
Four years after attaining its political independence, Guyana
declared itself as a Republic, assuming the title: “The Cooperative Republic of Guyana”. On February 23, 2021 Guyana
celebrated 51 years since becoming a Republic with the country’s national motto being: ‘One people, One Nation, One Destiny. Mashramani, the annual festival of celebration, normally
held on Republic Day, was observed this year, including the flag
-raising ceremony, but cut back significantly, because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

British Guiana was famous
among philatelists for its early
postage stamps, which were
first issued in 1850.
These stamps include some of
the rarest, most expensive
stamps in the world, such as
the unique British Guiana One
Stamp with a portrait of Cent magenta from 1856,
which was sold in 2014 for
King George VI, 1938
US$9.5 million.
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SCHOOL NEWS
AIR BADMINTON, a new outdoor physical program was recently launched at St. Rose’s. The Guyana Badminton Association donated rackets, shuttlecocks and nets,
and the School’s Sports Co-ordinator, Mr. Alque
Stanley expressed his gratitude, describing the
donation as “ a light in the darkness in preparation
for the Physical Aspect of the CSEC examinations,” since Covid-19 had put restrictions to playing indoors. The donation was presented on the
School’s compound, after which the students were
given instructions on how to play the game.

FROM THE MAILBOX
—Alumna SHEILA (GEORGES) DeGANNES( in an email to the members of the Committee): “Lang time gals mi nevva see
yuh! Greetings on the one-year anniversary of my resignation from the Committee! A year or so ago on Leap Year Day, February,
29, 2020, I took the leap and resigned from our alumni committee. Little did I know then what a unique year was in store for us all.
None of us knew that on March 13, 2020, Canada would issue a travel advisory due to COVID-19. None of us knew that on March
15, 2021, a COVID-19 vaccine would be made available to everyone in Ontario, 80 years and older. What a memorable year it has
been! And so, I am inspired to share some thoughts on the occasion of this milestone. Of course, we have all been able to find solace
in our year of social distancing. For me, one lifeline has been regular Zoom chats and celebrations with family and friends worldwide. Pure joy!
Another silver lining has been my ongoing membership in “Living and Learning In Retirement” (llir.ca). For the past 8 to 9 years, I
have enjoyed attending their Fall Lecture series, held on Fridays at the Glendon Campus of York University not far from where I
live. Due to the pandemic, the in-person class meetings were switched to online offerings and voila! instead of being limited to one
course, each member gained access to all online courses offered. What a welcome bonus that proved to be, definitely making my
pandemic experience richer. We’ve been especially lucky this year to have a crop of lecturers who all bring passion and each their
own brand of vitality. I am currently taking “China since 1949: Modernization and World Conquest” Very fascinating and enlightening!
Although I continue to give gratitude for technology during this topsy-turvy year of pandemic, most of all, I still long for the day
when I can travel and visit my grandchildren once again. Bring on the vaccine! My arm is ready. Lift the travel ban! My grip is halfpacked. Yesterday, I heard someone on CBC say, “We see warmer weather and an end to the pandemic coming, but we still have to
be careful and more catholic than the Pope!” To that, I say, “Amen.”

—Alumna ELIZABETH (ZITMAN) ABDOOL: “My son, Paul wrote a book and it is now being published. Forget it Felix by
Paul Abdool (www.paulabdool.com) is a book that “just about everyone can relate to, whether you are a parent or a little one who is
starting to experience a busier life full of activities and, of course, a few distractions. Felix is six years old and, like many little boys,
he is easily distracted. He was so distracted that he often forgot what he was just in the middle of doing. Upset about forgetting
things, Felix wanted to improve. So he asked some people who would be supportive and nice. They provide him with a few tips and
tricks to learn how to remember… and you can learn how too.”
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ALUMNA PROFILE
Marcelle M. Willock, MD, Emeritus Professor of Anesthesiology at
Boston University School of Medicine (BUSM) attended St. Rose’s
High School. A 1962 graduate of
Howard University College of
Medicine, she is the first AfricanAmerican woman to achieve Emeritus status at BUSM. Serving as
Chair of Anesthesiology from 1982
-98, Dr. Willock was among the
first women of color to lead an
academic and clinical department in
the United States.
After leaving BUSM, Dr. Willock
became the first female Dean of
Charles Drew University College of
Medicine and Science in Los Angeles, where she retired in 2005. An
advocate for civil rights and diversity, she has collaborated with
many programs addressing health
care disparities and the fair treatment of gender, racial and ethnic
under-represented groups in medicine.
Congratulations to Marcelle for her
outstanding and distinguished accomplishments, and for having a
leadership and career development
program for faculty members
named after her—-“The Marcelle
M. Willock, MD, Faculty Development Program.”
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ALUMNI NEWS—CONGRATULATIONS GO OUT TO:
—Alumna Anyin Choo who has been appointed as Guyana’s new Ambassador to China. Anyin
has served as Guyana’s Consul General to Toronto, Canada, since February 2018. Previously,
she served as the First Secretary of the Guyana Embassy in Beijing and, as a career diplomat,
Anyin has held top positions in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, including the positions of Director of Foreign Trade, Head of the Diaspora Unit and Director of International Cooperation. Anyin
succeeds Ambassador Baines Karran.
—Alumna Yvonne (Joseph) Triesman and her team, representing the Canada/Guyana Outreach
Mission (CANGO) on receiving an award from the Guyana 50th Republic Anniversary Celebrations Committee in Toronto, Canada, in recognition of their valuable contributions in Philanthropy. The virtual Awards Ceremony was held on December 27, 2020.
—Alumnus Shawn A. Shewram, for being the 2020 Best Graduating Law Student at the University of Guyana. He received a full scholarship from the Hughes, Fields and Stoby Law Firm
and is currently pursuing his Certificate in Legal Education from the Hugh Wooding Law School
in Trinidad. Congrats to him and the rest of the Class of 2020. It is noteworthy that Shawn
topped Guyana at CAPE and was also one of the Caribbean’s Top CAPE students a few years ago
before moving on to the University of Guyana.

OUR SYMPATHIES GO OUT TO:
—-Alumnae Celine (da Silva) Gonsalves, Sr. Jacqueline da Silva, O.S.U., and Mary Ann (da
Silva) Seide whose nephew, Phillip Andrew deBarros passed away in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
He was the eldest son of Alumna Joan deBarros and her husband, Desmond (both deceased).
—Alumnae Zandra (Murray) Tibbits and Jackie (Murray) Smith whose sister, Alumna
Eslyne Murray passed away on December 15, 2020 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
—The family of Alumna Jennifer Maria (Coelho) Teeluck who passed away on January 5,
2021 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
—Alumnae Sr. Clare (Nancy) Zitman, O.SU., Elizabeth (Zitman) Abdool, and Sue
(Zitman) Rebeiro, whose sister Alumna JuneAnn (Zitman) Storey passed away in London,
England on January 11, 2021.
—Alumnae Jennifer (Farnum) Roberts and Barbara (Farnum) Sackrule whose father and
brother respectively, Francis “Sonny” Farnum passed away on January 17, 2020 in Ontario,
Canada.
—Alumnae Judith (Allsopp) Toppin and Claire Allsopp-Vaugrante whose father Philip
Allsopp passed away on January 20, 2021 in Georgetown Guyana. He was the husband of the
late Alumna O'Donna (Collins) Allsopp.
—Alumnae June (Ewing Chow) and Joy (Ewing Chow) whose brother, Ian Ewing Chow
passed away on January 22, 2021 in Ontario, Canada.
—-Alumna Jennifer Sutton whose sister, Alumna Fudillah Muhammad (Carol Sutton)
passed away on February 9, 2021 in Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A.
—Alumnae Sandy (Meikle) Chan and Donna Meikle whose father, John William Meikle
passed away on February 8, 2021 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. He was also the father-in-law of
Alumna Kim (Taitt) Meikle.
—Alumnae Michelle Rockliffe and Jennifer Rockliffe whose father, Leon Oswald "Gun"
Rockcliffe passed away on February 12, 2021 in Georgetown, Guyana.
—Alumna Anne Marie ( Fernandes) Reighber, whose brother Robert (Bobby) Fernandes
passed away on February 19, 2021 in Georgetown, Guyana.
—Alumnae Barbara (Abdool) Magalee and Norma (Abdool) Burrowes whose brother,
Sydney Norman Abdool passed away on March 2, 2021 in Kitchener, Ontario, Canada. He was
93 years old.

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE. AMEN.
“In every crisis, doubt or confusion, take the higher path — the path of compassion,
courage, understanding and love.”—-Amit Ray

