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THE BELLS OF CHRISTMAS 

RING OUT  
Unlike Christmas 2020, we are no longer 

living in an isolated world. With the higher 

percentage of vaccinated populations, relaxed 

Covid protocols and the re-opening of travel 

both domestic and international,  we can en-

joy this Christmas with  family and  friends, 

but still pay attention to practising caution. 

ST. ROSE’S  BUILDING  UPDATE 

On September 28, 2021, the contract to construct 

St. Rose’s High School was awarded to Shandong 

Degian International. The project is scheduled to 

last 19 months with a defects period of one year. 

 

The school will be constructed at a cost of $515M.  

It will have a three-storey building, separate sani-

tary block, modern classrooms, a canteen block, 

all modern data facilities, laboratories and a lift.  It 

will have the capacity to accommodate 350 to 400 

students. The consultancy firm of Kalitech Inc. 

was assigned to this project. 

HEADMISTRESS, MRS. PAULA 

HAMILTON HAS RETIRED 

 
In August 2021, Mrs. Paula 

(Yearwood) Hamilton retired after 

serving 24 years as a teacher, and 6 years 

as the Principal of St. Rose’s High 

School. Under her leadership, St. Rose’s 

maintained a passing grade in the 90s at  

the CSEC and CAPE examinations. Stu-

dents have continued to excel both na-

tionally and regionally. Mrs. Hamilton is 

an Alumna, Class of 1983. 

 

An appreciation and thank you message, 

prepared by our President, Suzette 

Zaum  was delivered virtually by our 

secretary, Beverley Jones at the last 

Board of Governors’ meeting. The mes-

sage is as follows:-.   

 

“On behalf of the Canadian Chapter of 

St. Rose's Alumni Association, I would 

like to express our sincere thanks and 

appreciation to you.  Your tireless efforts 

in putting the needs of your students and 

staff first were commendable.  Your pas-

sion for St. Rose's to be successful in 

producing the top students was your 

driving force.  Your commitment to 

"Serviam" fuelled our alumni associa-

tion's desire to assist with your requests. 

You were always available to answer 

any questions and provide assistance to 

our Committee. It was a pleasure work-

ing with you.   

 

We are sad that you are leav-

ing...however, we are very happy that 

you will be able to retire and enjoy the 

coming years in a more relaxed manner. 

We wish you all the best of health and 

happiness in your future endeavors.”  

 

A small ceremony and the presentation 

of  a plaque was held in her honour at 

Parc Rayne, Houston, East Bank Demer-

ara, attended by past and present mem-

bers of the Board of Governors, teachers, 

family members and friends as well as 

members from the U.S.A. and Canada 

Alumni Associations - (virtually by 

Zoom).  In a statement from the Board of 

Governors Mrs. Hamilton was described 

as a “tough act to follow, given the im-

mense work she had done at the school 

and the indelible mark she has 

left………...She stands  as  an  exemplar   

illustration and her record 

should be emulated by oth-

ers…..This is a huge legacy 

which Mrs. Hamilton has cre-

ated during her tenure at St. 

Rose’s High School, and for 

our country at large.” 

 

Mrs. Rayon Nickram Tobin 

will be the Acting Principal, 

and Ms. Youlanda Welch will 

be the Acting Deputy Principal 

until the Ministry of Education 

completes the hiring process.  

B. O. G. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

– NOVEMBER 2021 

“The new contractor, Shandong Dejian Interna-

tional of China has begun works in earnest at the 

worksite at St Rose’s High School, and are cur-

rently excavating the piling area, sand filling and 

compacting the said area and then preparing and 

blinding the pile cap areas for the foundation con-

crete pour. The works are proceeding in spite of 

the rainy season but the rains have affected the 

pace of works since they are working in the now 

rainy season with daily rainfall. We have facili-

tated the contractor with power and water and 

have now granted them permission to occupy an 

old structure near the rear of the site in our com-

pound which was unoccupied and unused for their 

workers site accommodation. They have setup 

drainage pumps which will act as our drainage 

system for the compound since they have dis-

placed our main drain and that seems to be work-

ing at this time.” 

Mrs. Paula Hamilton speaking at 

her Retirement Dinner  

“A teacher affects eter-

nity; he can never tell 

where his influence stops.” 

—Henry Brooks Adams.  

“One child, one teacher, 

one book, one pen can 

change the world .”               

—Malala Yousafzai  
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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OF OUR ALUMNI, IN 
EVERY PART OF THE GLOBE 
 
FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK: 
 

For Christians today the celebration of Christmas is a time to remember the 

story of the Nativity when Jesus, the son of God was born. The message of 

Christmas is that “where there is hope love, light and life, the plan and 

purpose of God will reach.” 

  

It is a festive time and a holiday, and we should not lose sight of the fact that 

the spirit of Christmas needs to be kept alive in the knowledge that it is not just the exchanging of gifts and feasting and partying, 

but also togetherness.  It is the thought you put into thinking about others, it is a selfless time where you forgive, take stock of what 

is important to you and become better versions of yourselves. 

  

Christmas is also about family and belonging, embracing the joy of getting together with our children, parents, grandparents, 

relatives, friends and colleagues. Children are given center stage with the traditional chatter about Santa Claus aka Father Christmas, 

St. Nicholas or Pere Noel. Who can forget writing letters to Santa or the North Pole, and visits to see him in person—especially the 

great excitement to wake up on Christmas morning to see if your wishes have been granted ! 

  

Many of us have had a difficult year with illness, loss, anxiety, isolation and unemployment due to the ongoing pandemic which 

reshaped the Christmas season in 2020. There were no family gatherings, church celebrations, or events and gatherings in 

homes;  shopping in malls and stores was limited; many people were unable to travel to visit their families and loved ones— and the 

spirit of Christmas waned. This year, with the introduction of the vaccines and the increasing numbers of fully vaccinated 

populations, the mandates have relaxed. Normality is restored for the most part—and Christmas is being celebrated in the manner to 

which we are accustomed,  but with measures implemented to allay the spread of the virus.  

 

Yes, we still need to be cautious and continue to wear masks and practise social distancing, when necessary. Covid-19 and the 

variants spread through gatherings make us especially vulnerable during this time when we are stepping out of our bubbles. It is 

very important to keep up to date on the latest public health orders and recommendations —and follow them. While doing so, we 

can still be creative and  think of lots of ways to enjoy this Christmas. 

  

“ ‘Tis the season to be jolly…” and to be calm, safe, kind and charitable.  

On behalf of your Alumni Association we wish you: Merry Christmas! Happy Hanukkah! 

Joyous Kwanzaa! Feliz Navidad! Joyeux Noel! Happy Holidays!  May the gifts of Peace, 

Love, and Happiness be yours at this Yuletide season. 

 

 

Margaret (Man-Son-Hing) Levy 

ST. ROSE’S ALUMNI ASSOCIATION (Toronto Chapter )      

 

GUYANA NATIONAL STADIUM 

THE GUYANA NATIONAL STADIUM, also called 

THE PROVIDENCE  

is a sports stadium, 

replacing Bourda as 

the national stadium. 

It was built specifi-

cally to host Super 

Eight matches in the 

World Cup  Cricket 

matches, held  in March and April 2007. The  stadium 

can be converted into a multi-use facility. 

EL DORADO AGED RUMS 

Did you know that the Demerara El Dorado Single Still 

aged rums are the envy of distillers all over the world? 

Their long age and one-of-a-kind uniqueness set the stan-

dard very high. 

 

These ultra rare bottles are distributed to single out each 

one of El Dorado’s legendary 180-year wooden stills, 

namely: Port Mourant, Versailles, and Enmore.   

“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow be-

longs to those who prepare for it today.” – Malcolm X 

“Education without values, as useful as it is, seems rather to 

make man a more clever devil.” ― C.S. Lewis  
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ST. ROSE’S  LAPTOP APPEAL 

Twenty  laptops have been purchased from Amazon USA and shipped to St. Rose’s. This project was funded as a result of the re-

cent Appeal and the Association’s funds.  Many thanks go out to Alumna Mary Ferreira and Nigel Ferreira for their invaluable 

assistance in sourcing, purchasing and shipping. The laptops will be used by students in the Pre-Examination classes, who require 

access to a laptop, together with the requisite software for virtual educational classes and examinations.   

We thank again all our donors for their generosity and support. 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Adopted as the national anthem in 1966, when the country gained independence from the United Kingdom., the music was com-

posed by Robert Cyril Gladstone Potter, and the lyrics were written by Archibald Leonard Luker.   

Dear land of Guyana, of rivers and plains 

Made rich by the sunshine, and lush by the rains, 

Set gem-like and fair, between mountains and seas, 

Your children salute you, dear land of the free. 

Green land of Guyana, our heroes of yore, 

Both bondsmen and free, laid their bones on your shore. 

This soil so they hallowed, and from them are we, 

All sons of one Mother, Guyana the free. 

Great land of Guyana, diverse though our strains, 

We're born of their sacrifice, heirs of their pains, 

And ours is the glory their eyes did not see, 

One land of six peoples, united and free. 

Dear land of Guyana, to you will we give, 

Our homage, our service, each day that we live; 

God guard you, great Mother, and make us to be 

More worthy our heritage, land of the free. 

FOLLOW THE CHANGING REAL ESTATE 

MARKET IN THE GTA: 

FREE Subscription to our Monthly Newsletter 

JUST SEND YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS TO : 

rupertworks724@gmail.com 

A. Rupert De Castro, CPA, CMA 

Broker of Record 

CENTURY21 CAMDEC REAL ESTATE LTD. 

Cell: 416 817 7604 

Office: 416 298 8888 

You can unsubscribe anytime  

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

 FOR GRANDPARENTS 

AND  THE ELDERLY  

July 4th each year has been set by 

Pope Francis as the World Day of 

Prayer for Grandparents and the 

Elderly. He said: “seniors remind us 

that old age is a gift and that grand-

parents are the link between the 

different generations, to pass on to 

the young the experience of life.”  

It will be a suitable day to phone or 

visit parents and grandparents, to 

honour their contributions to our 

lives and to our communities.  Mark 

your calendars now for July 4, 2022. 

175TH ANNIVERSARY  OF 

ST. ROSE’S HIGH SCHOOL 

Please keep looking out for more 

information on next year’s celebra-

tion of the 175th Anniversary of 

the founding of our School. 

 

ALUMNI NEWS—CONGRATULATIONS GO OUT TO: 

—Alumna Ann (Sweetnam) Sheobaran and her husband, Rudy, on the birth of their grandson, Romeo James Cameron on 

June 25, 2021.  Proud parents are daughter, Alicia and Joe Cameron. 

—Alumna Margaret (Man-Son-Hing) Levy on the birth of her fifth grand child, Mirah Kennedy Levy on November 17, 

2021 at Mount Sinai Hospital in Toronto, Ontario.  Proud parents are Kent and Melanie Levy. Mirah is also great niece to 

Alumnae Carol (Man-Son-Hing) Smith, Donna (Man-Son-Hing) Carignan and Barbara (Lopes) Man-Son-Hing. 

—Alumna Cheryl (Fredericks) Burrowes and her husband, Peter,  on the birth of their granddaughter, Aria Sophia,  on 

November 6, 2021 in Toronto.  Proud parents are Diana and Kacper Perlowski. 



  

 

 

MAILING ADDRESS— 
 

St. Rose’s Alumni Association 

19 Robertsfield Crescent, 

Scarborough, ON  M1R 2X1 

Phone: 416-449-8203  
 
 

WEBSITE ADDRESS: 
https://

www.strosesalumnitoronto.com/ 

 

OUR SYMPATHIES GO OUT TO: 

—Alumna Judy (Oppenheimer) McKenzie whose brother Kirk Oppenheimer passed away in 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada on June 19, 2021.  Judy served on our Executive Committee for a number 

of years. 

—The family of Alumna Jacqui-Ann (Phang) Thomas.  Jacqui-Ann passed away on July 8, 

2021 in England. 

—Alumnae Adunni Britton-Greene and Dara Britton, Assistant Secretary and Treasurer of the 

U.S.A. Alumni Chapter respectively, on the passing of their father, Vincent Britton on Thursday, 

July 8th, 2021  in New York, U.S.A. 

—Alumna Joanne (Ross/Davis) DeCastro whose father, Captain Desmond Ross passed away on 

July 24, 2021 in Antigua. Joanne served on our Executive Committee for many years. 

—Alumna Rema (Chinapen) Beck on the passing of her brother, Ashley on August 10, 2021, in 

Chengdu, China.  Ashley was also the cousin of Alumnae Claire (Katchay) Minderhoud and 

Terry Kim Katchay. 

—Alumna Fauzya Moore on the passing of her sister, Dr. Lilah Moore on August 31, 2021, in 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada. Their late father, Dr. Robert Moore, a Guyanese historian, was the 

Guyanese Ambassador to Canada (1974) and a guest speaker at one of our St. Rose’s prize giving 

event. 

—Alumna Chandra (Magalee) Gocool on the death of her son-in-law, Olen Youngblood on 

September 2, 2021,  in Texas, U.S.A. Olen was the husband of Chandra’s daughter, Shemida 

(Gocool) Youngblood.  

—The family of Alumna Sharon Park. Sharon passed away on September 12, 2021, in Miami, 

Florida, U.S.A. 

—The family of Alumna Eulex (Vandeyar) Chan-a-Sue.  Eulex passed away on September 15, 

2021 in Wisconsin, U.S.A.    

—Alumna Lorraine (Croft) Farnell whose brother Lennox Croft  passed away on September 25, 

2021 in New York, U.S.A. 

—Alumnae  Pamela Alleyne-Tracey and Regina Thomas whose sister,  Alumna Juliet Meighan 

Alleyne passed away on September 29, 2021, in Etobicoke, Ontario, Canada. 

—Alumnae  Pamela (Smith) Alleyne,  Elaine  (Smith) Thomas (former History teacher)  and 

Norma (Smith) Stepney (former headmistress) whose brother, Colin Anthony Smith passed way 

on October 16, 2021in Georgetown, Guyana.  Colin was the cousin of Alumnae Waveney 

(Campayne) Duarte, Joan (Campayne) Beamon and Sr. Hazel Campayne (former 

Headmistress).  He was a veteran journalist, Guyana Catholic Standard Editor and BBC 

“Caribbean Report “ correspondent. 

—Alumna Enid (Coelho) Schwaderer whose mother, Norma Alexandre Coelho passed away on 

November 9, 2021, in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. She was also the mother of the late Alumna 

Jennifer (Coelho) Teeluck. 

—Alumnae Marjorie (Chan-a-Sue) Parks and Maureen (Chan-a-Sue) deCambra on the 

passing of their brother, Captain Malcolm Chan-a-Sue on November 22, 2021, in Georgetown 

Guyana.  Malcolm was a veteran Guyanese aviator and aviation educator.  

—Alumna Rita (Glasgow) Bacchus on the passing of her husband, Bertie Bacchus on November 

25, 2021, in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

—Alumna Sundri (Ramphal) Scott whose husband, Gary Scott passed away  on November 24, 

2021 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

—Alumnae Kay (Haynes) Johnston and Wynette (Haynes) Norsworthy whose mother Cicely 

Haynes passed away on November 26, 2021 in the United Kingdom. 

—Alumna Sandra (Rodrigues) Henriques on the passing of her sister, Alumna Gillian 

Rodrigues on November  26, 2021 in Florida, U.S.A. 

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE.   AMEN. 
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LAST REMINDER  

TO PAY 2021  

MEMBERSHIP DUES  

 

YOU CAN PAY YOUR  

ANNUAL SUBSCRIP-

TION OF $25.00 TO 

O U R  A S S O C I A -

TION  VIA  

E-TRANSFER to : ——— 

strosestoronto@yahoo.com 

OR SEND BY POST. 

Your  2021-—2022 

Executive Committee 

 Suzette Zaum,  President 

 Cheryl (Surrey) Braz, Past Presi-

dent 

 Beverley (Rowe) Jones, Secre-

tary 

 Penny Lee, Treasurer 
 

DIRECTORS  
 

 Desiree (de Abreu) Buckley  

 Jennifer (da Camara) Cheong 

 Cheryl (D’Ornellas) Devers 

 Terry Kim Katchay 

 Carol (Harris) Munroe 

 Tessa (King) Ng-See-Quan 

 Shanta (Naraine) Persaud 

 Yvonne (Joseph) Triesman 

 Jennifer (Dummett) Welshman 

ALUMNI NEWS  
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