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UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
 

 International Reunion in 

New York: August 24-

30,  2019 

 Annual Brunch & Reun-

ion: September 22, 2019, 

Scarborough, Ontario  

 Pre Christmas Dance:  

November 23, 2019—

Scarborough Convention 

Centre. Tickets will be 

available soon) 
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 Registration form—

Toronto’s Reunion/Brunch 

ST. ROSE’S ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

INTERNATIONAL REUNION, NEW 

YORK, AUGUST 24-30, 2019  

It’s approaching! Registration is still open for the 

2019 International Reunion in New York and ends 

on July 31, 2019.  Registration after that date will 

incur a late fee of U.S.$20.00.  

Follow this link to download the registration form: 

http://www.strosesalumni.org/reunion-2019 - then 

please fill out and email the completed form to: re-

union@strosesalumni.org.  If you are unable to reg-

ister using this link, please contact the U.S.A. Chap-

ter at the aforementioned email.   

For accommodation: LaGuardia Plaza Hotel, 104-04 

Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY 11369. Tele-

phone: either  1-800-692-5420 or  718-457-6300. 

You may also check out Airbnb in the Queens, 

Elmhurst areas. https://www.airbnb.ca/ 

“God won't give me more 

than I can handle. There 

are times I just wish He 

didn't trust quite  so much.” 

GAMES EVENING  
 

Another successful Games Evening 

was held on April 26, 2019.  We 

thank all our friends and alumni who 

contributed to its success.  Some 

baked, some provided door and/or 

raffle prizes and some came to have 

an evening of fun and relaxation.  We 

received a lovely note from one of our 

guests which is printed below:- 

 

 “John and I had a delightful time last 

night at the Annual St Rose's Games 

Event. Maggie, thanks for coordinat-

ing our group of players. Jennifer, 

thanks to you and your team for put-

ting on another great evening of fun. I 

know a lot of work goes on behind the 

scenes to pull off these events. The 

patties and pine tarts were delicious. 

Karen, Frank, Maggie and Des, we 

had a great team of cardplayers who 

loved to improvise the rules. Next 

year, we shall know the game in its 

entirety since Marilyn sent out the 

official rules. Karen’s rules, however, 

added to the fun of it.” 

                                     Sherry Nunes 

TORONTO CHAPTER’S  

ANNUAL  REUNION & 

BRUNCH   
 

The Annual Reunion and Brunch will 

be held on Sunday, September 22, 

2019 at  the Rembrandt Banquet Hall 

in Scarborough, Ontario. 

 

The Registration Form is included 

with this Newsletter (See Page #5) 

and we look forward to another thor-

oughly enjoyable afternoon. 

 

Don’t forget that your friends and 

relatives are also welcome to attend. 

 

Make an effort to talk to as many at-

tendees as possible at the Brunch, 

even for just a minute!  Remember we 

all have a shared experience even if 

we were at St. Rose’s at different 

times. 

 

Just a gentle reminder that if you have 

not yet paid your membership fee, 

you may include it with your registra-

tion payment. (See form on Page #5.) 

ST. ROSE’S NEW 

BUILDING UPDATE 
 

The start of the construction 

has been delayed due to modi-

fications that were done to the 

proposed design, and a change 

in the foundation to support 

the new building. 

CASINO TRIP 

We held another successful bus trip on May 

25th to Casino Niagara, and it was a wonderful 

escape from Toronto's rainy weather to beauti-

ful sunshine in Niagara Falls.   

We extend our thanks to Beverley Jones for 

taking the baton of managing these fundraising 

trips.   

Also we take this opportunity to specially thank 

Anne Castanheiro for introducing this initia-

tive and managing our previous trips. As a re-

sult of Anne's diligence, our Casino trips have 

been successful and fun-filled while raising 

funds for our Alma Mater and providing two of 

our attendees with winnings from a 50/50 

draw.  Beverley has continued Anne's tradition 

of joke telling on the trip, and was assisted by 

Shanta Persaud with organizing snacks and 

drinks for everyone. Look out for the date of 

our next trip in the Fall!  



  

 

 

 

ALUMNI NEWS 

Alumna, Captain Beverley Drake, Guyana’s most celebrated female airline pilot, delivered a 

presentation as part of the activities of the 2019 International Woman’s Month, held in Washington, 

D.C., USA, in March of this year.  The presentation was attended not only by Americans, but by 

nationals from other countries, including Guyana. 

Now retired, Beverley, a veteran pilot of the Guyana Defence Force and the Guyana Airways 

Corporation,  served as the Programme Manager at the National Transportation Safety Board 

(NTSB) in the Office of Government Affairs, and also as the Federal Women’s Programme Manager 

in the U.S.A.  In 2013 the Guyana Government honoured her by issuing a postage stamp with her 

image. She is one of just a hand-full of living Guyanese whose image graces a Guyanese postage 

stamp.  

She spoke extensively about her long career in aviation at the presentation which was entitled, “THE SKY IS THE LIMIT – 

VISIONARY WOMEN IN AVIATION”.      
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We received the sad news of the tragic passing of  St. Rose’s student, Arian Latchman, along with her father, on July 4, 2019 in 

Georgetown, Guyana. Arian  had just started  her first year in the Medical Technology, Faculty of Health Sciences program at the 

University of Guyana. Our condolences go out to Arian’s family. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ST. ROSE’S HOME ECONOMICS CLASS 

Alumna Lauren (Awah) Harry visited St. Rose’s High School in May. She attended an exhibition held by 

the Home Economics Class and took these photos, reporting that “these are pictures of some of the awesome 

work the Home Economics Class did.”   
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FOLLOW THE CHANGING REAL ESTATE 

MARKET IN THE GTA: 

FREE Subscription to our Monthly Newsletter 

JUST SEND YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS TO : 

rupertworks724@gmail.com 

A. Rupert De Castro, CPA, CMA 

Broker of Record 

CENTURY21 CAMDEC REAL ESTATE LTD. 

Cell: 416 817 7604 

Office: 416 298 8888 

You can unsubscribe anytime  

 

VICTORIA 

REGIA 

LILY 

 
Guyana’s national flower, the Victo-

ria Regia, also known as “Victoria 

Amazonika” is named in honour of 

Queen Victoria. It is the largest of all 

water lilies. Its leaves can reach more 

than eight feet in diameter 

 

Did you know this beautiful flower 

emits a strong smell, a mixture of 

bananas and pineapple and the seeds 

are nutritious and are used for food 

by local residents? 

Beverley Drake with her award  
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK: 
 
Several decades ago, growing up in the beautiful country, then known as British Guiana, little did I know that our world would have 

evolved into a global village where pollution, disasters and diseases have spread to a maximum range, and these issues continue to 

grow. It’s like we are living in chaos, and so we need to preserve nature and the Earth and the living things that exist on i t. As  

dwellers and human beings,  I believe we have overlooked our responsibility to Earth;  and by that I mean keeping it safe and 

protecting its environment from such events.  

 

Today, we are now living with the knowledge that the implications of global warming and climate change will impact our lives, and 

how important it is to keep our world clean and safe. Eco-friendly is the popular chat in both first and third world countries which 

have now taken steps to protect our environment globally. 

 

On this topic, it is noteworthy that Guyana has been named the number one “Best of Ecotourism” destination in the world.  A very 

proud accomplishment, indeed, for a place that does not get the recognition that it deserves. This award was presented to Guyana at 

the ITB global travel trade fair in Berlin, Germany, held last March.  The category, introduced in 2019, is reviewed by a panel of 

experts for its sustainability success stories submitted by destinations worldwide.  Guyana faced competition from very well-known 

and experienced ecotourism destinations like Sierra Gorda in Mexico, Tmatboey in Cambodia and the Galapagos Islands in 

Ecuador. The panel was impressed by the dossier submitted by the Guyana Tourism Authority and by the success stories of the 

Amerindian eco lodges, Surama and Rewa, in the Rupununi, located on one of the most pristine ecosystems on Earth, which are 

community-owned and led, and aim at preserving Guyana’s ecosystems and indigenous traditions.  

 

Did you know that Guyana now has a policy of a ‘Green, Inclusive and Prosperous Guyana’ which “poses a good quality of life for 

all its citizens, based on a sound education,  social protection, low-carbon resilient development, green and decent jobs, economic 

opportunities, individual equality, justice, and political empowerment.”  Since it is the only English speaking country in South 

America, Guyana is seen as the next must-see destination for travellers who wish to experience its rich history, an eco and rain 

forest environment, and a vibrant indigenous culture of a hospitable and friendly people.  

 

By choosing an alternative path, we can use our voice and take measures to improve our surroundings to make our world eco 

friendly, which no doubt will have the effect of a better quality of life, prolonged good health  and a safer environment for us and for 

future generations.  

 

 

Margaret (Man-Son-Hing) Levy 

 

 

ST. URSULA’S SCHOOL, BARBADOS  -  CELEBRATING 125 YEARS IN SERVICE 
 

Celebrating 125 years of service, past and present pupils of St. Ursula’s School in Barbados marked this milestone 

with a range of activities, such as games evenings on the Collymore Rock, St. Michael grounds, an Ursuline Convent 

Open Day, St. Ursula’s Art Show and hiking at Barclays.  The celebrations concluded with a Mass at St. Patrick’s Ro-

man Catholic Cathedral. 

 

St. Ursula’s School was founded on May 12,1894, when the Ursu-

line Sisters came to Barbados from Guyana.  They opened a school 

next to St. Patrick’s Cathedral, with six students.  Within three 

years, enrollment grew to more than 90 students.  Presently, the 

Convent schools include St. Angela’s, St. Ursula’s and the all-boys 

school, St. Francis, which was created in 2014. The nuns were con-

gratulated for their many long years of dedicated service and 

achievements, and their contributions to the educational system in 

Barbados. 
              

The Toronto Chapter con-
gratulates St. Ursula’s 
School in Barbados on 
this achievement. 



  

 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
 

St. Rose’s Alumni Association 
19 Robertsfield Crescent, 
Scarborough, ON  M1R 2X1 
Phone: 416-449-8203  
 
 

NOTE NEW ** 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 
https://

www.strosesalumnitoronto.com/ 

 

OUR SYMPATHIES GO OUT TO:  

—The family of Alumna Thelma (Carter) Nobbs who passed away on February 19, 2019, 

just two months away from her 95th birthday, in Wellington, Ontario.  Thelma was a faithful 

alumna who loved receiving our newsletters and managed to travel to attend our 2017 and 

2018 Reunions.  A funeral mass in celebration of her life was held on May 24, 2019. 

—-Alumna Anyin Choo, Guyana’s Consul General in Toronto, on the passing of her father, 

Vibert Choo-A-Fat, on March 7,  2019 in Georgetown, Guyana. 

—-Alumna Charmaine Mc Arthur on the passing of her father, Winston Roy Mc Arthur on 

Monday, March 11, 2019 in Guyana. 

—Alumnae Gem McBean and Dawna McBean whose sister, Alumna Nordis McBean 

passed away on March 13, 2019  in New York, U.S.A.  Nordis was also the sister-in-law of  

Alumna Simone  (McBean) Jordan.  

— Alumna Judy (Leu) Harrison whose brother, Errol Leu passed away in Georgetown, 

Guyana on March 17, 2019.  

—The family of Alumna O’Donna Frances (Collins) Allsopp who passed away on March 

25, 2019 in Georgetown, Guyana.  

—Alumnae Lorraine  (Mohamed) Emeghebo and Valerie (Mohamed) Coates, whose 

father, Leslie Mohamed passed away on Sunday, April 21, 2019 in New York, U.S.A. 

—Alumna Penelope (Davidson) Waithe whose mother, Elma Davidson, passed away on 

May 11, 2019, in New Jersey, U.S.A.  She was 95 years old. 

—Alumna Judy Butler whose father, Eric Oliver Butler passed away on February 13, 2019 

in New York, U.S.A. and whose mother, Jean Angela Butler passed away on May 16, 2019 in 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Eric was also the uncle of Alumna Lyn (Butler) Mataitini. 

—Alumnae Sandrene Miller, Marilyn (Ann) Miller-Holder, Joanne Miller-Sechrest and 

Jewel Miller-Johnston on the passing of their brother, Nigel Miller, on Thursday, May16 in 

New York, U.S.A. 

—Alumna Penny Lee whose mother, Sheila Lee passed away on June 13, 2019, in Toronto, 

Ontario. Penny has been the Treasurer of our Alumni Association since 2015.  Mrs. Lee was 

also the aunt of Patty Li, who we regard as an Honorary Member of our Association. 

—Alumna Lucille Ann (Chapman) Spooner  whose brother, Tony Chapman passed away 

on June 16, 2019 in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  Tony was also the uncle of Alumni Laura 

Gibbs and Andrew Gibbs.  

—Alumnae Sybil (Mathias) Boland and Amanda (Lee) Richards whose sister and mother 

respectively, Alumna Jean (Mathias) Lee passed away on June 27, 2019 in Georgetown, 

Guyana.  Jean was also a sibling of Alumna Barbara Lord.  

 —Alumna Barbara Jean (Lopes) Man-Son-Hing whose son, Peter Man-Son-Hing, passed 

away on July 13, 2019 in Mississauga, Ontario.  Peter was the nephew of Alumnae Carol 

(Lopes) Chung, Alice Lopes, Donna (Man-Son-Hing) Carignan, Carol (Man-Son-Hing) 

Smith, and Margaret (Man-Son-Hing) Levy (editor of this Newsletter).  He was also the 

grandson of Alumnae Vera Lopes and Evelyn Man-Son-Hing (deceased). 

MAY THEIR SOULS REST IN PEACE.   AMEN. 
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ADVERTISE  NOW  IN 

OUR  

NEWSLETTER 

 
For more information, please 

contact our Newsletter Editor at  

https://

www.strosesalumnitoronto.com/ 

Your  2019—2020 

 

Executive Committee 
 

 Suzette Zaum,  President 

 Cheryl (Surrey) Braz, Past Presi-

dent 

 Beverley (Rowe) Jones, Secre-

tary 

 Penny Lee, Treasurer 
 

DIRECTORS  
 

 Desiree (de Abreu) Buckley  

 Jennifer (da Camara) Cheong 

 Joanne (Ross) Davis  

 Sheila (Georges) DeGannes 

 Cheryl (D’Ornellas) Devers 

 Terry Kim Katchay 

 Carol (Harris) Munroe 

 Tessa (King) Ng-See-Quan 

 Shanta (Naraine) Persaud 

 Jennifer (Dummett) Welshman 

“Find a place inside where there’s 

joy, and the joy will burn out the 

pain.” 

                       —Joseph Campbell 

FROM THE MAIL BAG 

”Well, the stork came by on May 11, 2019,  and Julie  and her husband, Rob, had a baby boy 

in Edinburgh,  Scotland—Remus Basil Godfrey, weighing 8 lb. 2oz.   So we are now great 

grandparents!” Congratulations to great grandma, Alumna Dianne DeFreitas and her fam-

ily! 
 

Alumna Pat McCowan recently advised us of the birth of her grandson, Lincoln Kurt who 

was born in Toronto on December 22, 2017.  Congratulations to the proud parents, Pat’s 

daughter Raquel and her spouse Freddy Khairallah. 

https://www.strosesalumnitoronto.com/
https://www.strosesalumnitoronto.com/
https://www.strosesalumnitoronto.com/
https://www.strosesalumnitoronto.com/
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THE TORONTO CHAPTER'S ANNUAL REUNION AND BRUNCH 
  

Our Annual  Reunion and Brunch will take place this year on Sunday, September 22 at the Rembrandt Banquet Hall,  

930 Progress Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario.  Remember this event is open to family members and friends of alumni.  

Please complete the registration form and return to us and if you are bringing friends/family, please provide their name(s). 

———————————————————————————————————————————————— 

St. Rose’s Alumni Association (Toronto)         
c/o 19 Robertsfield Crescent, Scarborough, Ont. M1R 2X1 

  
ST. ROSE'S ALUMNI ASSOCIATION (Toronto)  

REUNION BRUNCH -  Sunday, September 22, 2019 
 REMBRANDT Banquet Hall 

930 Progress Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario M1G 3T5 
 Doors Open at 11:30a.m - “Serviam” is sung at 12:30p.m 

 

 

REGISTRATION FORM IF ATTENDING REUNION BRUNCH 
(to be received as soon as possible – and no later than September 12, 2019 

 

 Name:  _______________________________ 
  
Address:  _____________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
  
Email address:_________________________ 
  

 Telephone No:   ________________________ 
  
 Brunch (Alumnus)                                $30.00 
 Annual Dues (if not already paid)         $25.00 
 Family /Friend attending 
   @$35.00 per person                           $______ 
  
Total Submitted:                                   $______ 

PAYMENT OF MEMBERSHIP  for 2019  (If Not Yet Paid and Not Attending Reunion) 

 Name:  _______________________________ 
Address:  _____________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
Email address:_________________________ 

 Telephone No. ____________________ 
  
Annual Dues:                    $25.00 
  
Total Submitted:               $25.00 

Rembrandt Banquet Hall is located in Scarborough 

right in front of Woburn Park. Just south of the 401 

on Markham Road & Progress Avenue.  (See map 

to the left.) 

Ample Parking is available within the vicinity of the 

building. 

The Rembrandt Hall and its facilities are accessible 

by wheelchair. 


